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CAMBRIDGE, MD. 
One can but feel a very natural hesitation in pre- 
senting to this society any views on the treatment of 
pneumonia, because I very fully realize that the experi- 
ence of all of us must have been, in the treatment of this 
ve disease, one of disappointment and, at times, of 
pair. As for myself, during the past twenty odd 
rs, I have, in my vain endeavor to save the lives of 
those intrusted to my care and who were the victims of 
this disease, used nearly all of the many treatments 
which have been suggested. Each fall I have read the 
views of my brethren in the great medical centers, have 
earnestly studied their methods, and with renewed ho 
and fresh courage I have again entered into the battle 
with this disease. 

Each spring, looking back over the results of these 
various treatments and endeavoring to be honest with 
myself, I have been forced to the humiliating conclusion 
that none of these treatments were satisfactory. Many 
were saved, but the per cent. of mortality was so great 
that I was forced to confess that the treatment of this 
disease could very properly be placed among the op- 
probria of medicine. 

It would be a waste of time to name the various treat- 
ments of pneumonia I have used, but if I did so it would 
at least demonstrate in some degree the spirit of dis- 
satisfaction and unrest which has had possession of me, 
and, I believe, in a large measure, the whole profession. 
Where so many radically different treatments are recom- 
mended it can be generally said none are entirely sat- 
isfactory. 

With these treatments, many of them diametrically 
opposed and some of them suggested mainly by em- 
piricism and tradition, I have had the same unsatisfac- 
tory results, and from all the many treatments which 
have been recommended, I believe a careful investigation 
will show the same percentage of deaths. 

Therefore, when, some years ago, Dr. William H. 
Welch read his memorable paper before this society on 
the subject of pneumotoxin and antipneumotoxin, I 
am sure I was not alone in once again taking fresh hope, 
and in feeling that a foundation had been laid upon 
which, in time, we should be able to build a rational 
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scientific treatment of this disease. In addition, I was 
so much impressed with the discussion and the conclu- 
sions then drawn that I felt that if the Johns Hopkins 
had done nothing else, this work alone would surely im- 
mortalize both the man and the university. I say this 
nut yielding to any one my feeling of personal obliga- 
tion for the marvelous leavening effect this school 
had upon the medical profession of my state. 

We have outgrown empiricism and tradition and, 
while I am fully aware the number of cases I have to 
report are few, the results have been to me astonishing 
and gratifying, and I am persuaded that any discussion 
upon so vital a subject cannot fail to be of use to all 
of us, and perhaps of some benefit to our patients. 

During the past three years I have uniformly used 
the cold-water baths to reduce temperature in - 
monia. In cases where the temperature was exceeding] 
obstinate and stubborn and the baths were given with 
much shock, I have used small doses of antipyretics, 
but only in small doses, and only when the importunities 
of the patient and family rendered it practically im- 
possible to give the cold-water baths. In the onset of 
this disease, unless otherwise indicated, I give a purga- 
tive. I use . brandy after the baths po mod- 
erate doses of strychnia, when indicated. In some of my 
cases where prostration was extreme, I used carbonate 
ammonia and digitalis. Occasionally I have given 
guaiacol or creosote. Milk and beef peptonoids were gen- 
erally used for nourishment. 

I mention these remedies, but I feel so confident of the 
curative effect of the serum administered early and in 
large doses, that, for myself at least, I should feel 
culpable to a great degree had I a case of pneumonia 
and failed to use the serum. In all the cases I report 
there was a marked change within eight hours of ad- 
ministration and in many there was a crisis successfully 
passed within forty-eight hours. As the serum in no 
way interferes with other remedies that might be used, 
there can be no legitimate excuse for not using it, and if 
this was done the combined experience of the profession 
would demonstrate, I believe, beyond all cavil, the won- 
derful curative effect of this remedy. I injected 20 cc. . 
of H. K. Mulford’s serum and repeated in eight hours 
if there was not a very marked change for the better. I 
have used in some cases three injections, in others one 
was sufficient. | 

We cannot ex 
pneumonia—wi 


in cases of catarrhal or broncho- 
a ibility of a fixed infection—to 
obtain the same results as in cases of lobar pneumonia, 
but my own experience is that in such cases the serum is 
of great benefit. 

The experiments of Prof. Victor C. Vaughan have 
shown the fact of the double toxin character of the 
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SUMMARY OF CASES OF PNEUMONIA TREATED BY ANTITOXIC SERUMS. 
Cases Treated by References. 121 52 Remarks. 
8 
ln 
Klemperer, G. and F. Berl. Klin. Wochenschrift, Aug. 31, 1891, xxviii, 869. . 6| 6| O O |Detaile indefinite. Audeoud (loc. cit.) credits the 
Klemperers with 10 other successful cases. 
Redner....... — 11 Wien. Med. Woch., Ma 21 20 2 00 Details indefin ite. 
Neisser . . . |(Deutseh Med ed. Wochenschrift, t, Berl.. 1892, xvi 
Hughes „end Gazette, Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 1892, 1 1 0 6 /Treated with serum from convalescents. 
Revue Med. Gen ve. 1393, xiii, 1% 1 3 /Treated with serum from convalescents. 
11 1892, liv „„ 10 9 1 60 
Lava, 1 r. Accad. di Med. di Torino. 3 r., Kli. . 10 10 0 0 
ash bur u. (and t. Jour., Lond., Dec. 25, 1897, | 68 6 0 0 
others 
April 17, 17. 1 0 1 100 
ay 22, 1899, 18. 
* May 2. 17, 12796. 1 10 0 
202, 238. eev- 2 7 ves details of 21 cases, with no deathe, and then 
ral “several’ other cases were also treated, but qheen 
details a than that in the whole number only 2 
deaths occur I in a man 78, 1 a case of 
— emu. HFroarer. loc. cit., credits Weisbacher 
cases. 
0:0 08 De Renzi, Riv. Clin. e Terap. Napoli, 1996, xviii, 303. . 2 
M.“ and De Riforma Med., Roma, 1897, pt. ii. 0 22 31 2 | 8.6/At last extremity when treated. 
Marae Pane, Gazz. d. Osp., Milano, 1898, xix, pt. ii, 1821. . . 9 | [Results doubtful. 
Pane, Gazz. d. Osp., Milano, 1898, xix, 132 7 100 
| 1 10 0 
sieroterapia, Roma, I. ii, 4 ' i 3 
41888. 11. 255. [3 3 Ole 
* 212 0 0 
by 2 190 3 
iforma, Medica pre 10 7 7 Prognosis in all 10 cases unfavorable; results not 
xix, „ 
in. Med. Ital., Milano, 1898, xxxv wii 689; also Riforma| 17 15 2 11.8 
11 0 0 
Med. Steil. Catenie. 1 010 
N Riv. Ella Tergb. N — 1111318 
argotta. WC Gior. Med. d. r. Esercito, ane. 1890, xlvii. 796. 1 0 1 100 
Dagnini and Silvani. Sieroterapia, Roma, 1499, 1 „55 5 „5 5 „6 6 „6 „„ { 4 1 — 4 in from 2 to 3 months; 1 in 5 months. 
Banti and Pieraccini. Settimana Med., Firenze, 1899, liii. 285... ...... 21 15 6 (283.6 These a 
ies of intra „h 
only — treated by serum subcu y were 
_ P 92 ve Mediciue, March, 1899, under treatment, both doing extremely well 
„ „„ „ „ „ 60 loc. ) from Mode 
Cura d Joutificien delta te. 1 11660 
Vimeepzi ...... 1 33.3 
Belfiore........ 1100 
11; 8| 3 
Spolverini, L. M Bull. d. r. Acead. Med. di Roma, 1900, xxvi, 79 . i ol 9| 9! 0| 6 Normal serum. 
171 6) 1 14. 3\Convalescent's serum 
by Belfanti and Zenoni, Lavore Cong. di Med. 3 3 2 
ini, T Lavore Cong. di M od. inte 0 
— m. Med. 14. 1 9 3 Two of the fatal cases were alcoholics. 
noni, iatries, N. Y., May 15, 1900, iz, 18 17 1135 
Eltst rom, C. K | lyn Med. Jour., 1900, 1 11 3 2 Som — cases, heated to 
bal. E. Jour. of Scientific Medicine, Chicago, Jah, 1900,ii,23| 2 2 0/0 . 
Canby, Everhart, Frey by, Maryland Med. Joar . Balt., March. 1900, 11. 4| 0/0 
Wilson, J. C our. Am. Med. Assn Chicago, Sept. 8, 1900, xxxv, 505.) 98 16 422 
Kelly, A. O. 1 0 1 (100 |Aleoholic and begun. 
Rochester b ee Boston Med. and ‘Surg. Jour., June 14, 1900, exlii, 66. 1 7 17 11 . — — — t's serum; improvement for 
1540 1 Fatal case At bolie. 
Sears, G. G — é, exlv. 639 “tig 4 |33. of the fatal cases was alcoholic. In addition, 
another ease (ase was bund when serum 
Med., Phila was given. not incl in statistics. 
‘Talamon, Méd. Moderne, P “feb. E. and Marche 6, 1901, Kii. 50 | 43 | 7 |Treated with antidiphtheritic serum. 
Raynaud,L.. ... 21, © Treated with ontidiphtheritic serum. 
‘Landrieux and Legros av. Gin, de Clin vet de Thera, Jour. des Practitiens 0 H de Treated with untidipAtheritic serum. 
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with antidiphtheritic serum): 
Percentage of 


190 
Summary (including 61 cases treated 
Total recoveries ........-.-- 
Total deaths. — 70 
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motoxin, but they have also shown that the anti- 
toxin with the presence of one of these toxins is a 
specific, in the mixed toxin it has a marked beneficial 
effect—while in one it does not seem to act at all. The 
practical lesson, it seems to me, is that we should use 
the serum in all cases, as it is impossible to determine 
with just what exact type of toxin we are dealing. 

The harmless action of the serum in all conditions is 
another strong reason for its use. In the tabulation 
there are 447 cases; some treated with antitoxin serum, 
some with blood from convalescents and 61 cases with 
antidiphtheritie serum. The percentage of deaths in 
the 386 cases treated with the antipneumococcic 
serum—to which may be added my own 9 cases with two 
deaths—gives a percentage of 165-10 per cent. The 
investigations of Dr. William Osler of the percentage of 
deaths from pneumonia in the various hospitals in 
America show that the best results obtained are 25 per 
cent., and in some instances as high as 35. 

One of my cases was practically in extremis when 
treated, and the other was a patient already affected with 
a mortal disease. In many of the cases reported as 
fatal the serum was administered when the case was 
already hopeless and the tabulation and the results and 
conclusions drawn from it are by no means an abso- 
lutely fair presentation of the curative action of the 
serum in the treatment of pneumonia. The cases which 
have been treated with antidiphtheritic serum are simply 
reported as a striking instance of the fact that the minds 
of the profession, generally. all the world over are look- 
ing for some serum which seems to offer the only rea- 
sonable scientific method of successfully combating this 
disease. In conclusion, it appears to me that this 
remedy deserves a more thorough and a fairer trial at 
the hands of the profession. 

Case 1.—W. H. I., age 5, May 7, 1900, case of Dr. John 
Mace’s, Cambridge, with an attack of broncho-pneumonia, sub- 
sequent to an attack of measles. When seen by me was in a 
deep stupor, with a temperature of 105, pulse 150, respiration 
50, and in a state of extreme prostration. He was receiving 
the usual expectant treatment of pneumonia. I administered 
20 cc. of the serum, and in about eight hours there was a 
marked improvement in the patient’s temperature, pulse and a 
return of consciousness. Notwithstanding the favorable action 
of the remedy and the request of both attending physicians, the 
family refused to permit of a second injection. The little pa- 
tient relapsed again into his former condition and died May 12. 
Both lungs were involved in the intlammatory process. 

Case 2.—W. M., boy, aged 3, Feb. 6, 1901, broncho-pneu- 
monia, both lungs involved, temperature 103 to 105, pulse 120 
to 150, respiration so embarrassed that he had to be held in 
erect position, crepitation over lower ‘bes of both lungs, con- 
stant cough, expectoration free. At ix o'clock p. m. 20 c.c. of 
the serum were administered and in six hours there was a 
marked change for the better From this time on there was a 
gradual improvement in all the symptoms, and by the fifth day 
convalescence was established. The injection of the serum was 
followed by a rash which produced some discomfort, but disap- 
peared in about forty-eight hours. 

Case 3.—Mrs. B. Me., aged 24, confinement, Feb. 25, 1901, 
during an attack of influenza. Fourth day after confinement 
had chill, temperature, 105, pulse 120, rusty expectoration, 
cough and all the local signs of lobar pneumonia of the lower 
lobe of the right lung. Forty-eight hours afterward gave an 
injection of 20 c.c. of the serum. In eight hours there was a 
drop in the temperature. The patient had a fair night's rest. 
From this time there was a decline in all symptoms and in less 
than one week from the initial chill the temperature and pulse 
were normal and the patient was discharged. 

Case 4.—O. D., boy, aged 11, March 4, 1901. Had an attack 
of lobar pneumonia, lower lobe of both right and left lung in- 
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volved, chill, rusty sputa, cough, temperature 104, pulse 130, 
all the local signs of the disease were present. Forty-eight 
hours from the initial chill 20 c.c. of the serum were injected. 
In ten hours the fever was lowered and all the symptoms were 
improved. Convalescence was established in less than a week. 

Case 5.—E. M. W., girl, 4 years. Lobar monia, 
lower lobe of the right lung, Jan. 25, 1902, chill, fever from 
101 to 104, pulse from 120 to 150, respiration from 30 to 40, 
cough and free expectoration, all the local signs of disease were 
present. Second day of illness, the diagnosis having been made, 
20 c. e. of the serum were injected, but was not followed by any 
marked reaction. In about eight hours second dose was given, 
and this was followed by only slight improvement. The next 
morning the third injection was given, and by night tempera- 
ture was normal and convalescence was very rapid. One week 
represented the whole period of professional services rendered. 

Case 6.— T. W. S., Jr., boy, aged 2 years, 9 months. Had an 
attack of pertussis and acute catarrhal bronchitis. Feb. 2, 
1902, had a chill, broncho-pneumonia of the right lung devel- 
oped. Temperature from 103 to 105, pulse 140, respiration 
was very rapid and labored, at times 60. Dilatation ale nasi 
was very marked, stupor was profound; with difficulty small 
quantities of nourishment were administered, 20 c.c. of the 
serum were injected the next day. In eight hours there was 
a rapid decline in temperature, pulse and respiration and a 
return of consciousness. 1 discharged the case the sixth day 
convalescent. 

Case 7.— R. R., youth, aged 19, lobar „lower lobes 
both lungs, temperature at first visit 105 4/5, pulse 140, cough 
frequent, expectoration very bloody, some pain over right lung, 
all local signs of disease were present. Twenty c.c. of the 
serum were injected in the afternoon, which injection in eight 
hours was followed by a marked decline in the intensity of the 
symptoms, but 1 gave him a second injection, and on the fifth 
day of the disease the temperature was normal and conval- 
escence was established. 

Case 8.—C. H. K., male, aged 62, was admitted to the 
Charity Hospital, Cambridge, Jan. 28, 1902, with a osteo- 
sarcoma of tibia. The glandular system was pretty generally 
involved. The odor was indescribable and the mass was 
curetted, with a hope of relieving this, condition; finally, for 
relief of pain and other reasons, an amputation of thigh was 
done February 7. February 23, lobar pneumonia of the lower 
lobe of the right lung developed with all the local signs and 
constitutional symptoms. The following day the lower lobe of 
the left lung became involved. Three injections of the serum, 
at intervals of eight hours, were given, with some slight im- 
provement, but the patient died March 4, 1902. We considered 
it more than probable that we were dealing with a case of 
metastasis. 

Case 9.—S. J., boy, aged 6 months, had an attack of acute 
catarrhal bronchitis, March 24, 1902, became worse and | was 
called to see him, rectal temperature 105, pulse 150, respira- 
tion 50 and very labored, complete loss of voice, absence of 
cough, at times respiration was so diflicult that it seemed the 
patient would be asphyxiated. A chest examination revealed 
the presence of broncho-pneumonia of both lungs. No lesion in 
nose or pharynx, a diagnosis of laryngeal diphtheria and sub- 
sequent broncho- pneumonia was made; 2000 units of diphtheria 
antitoxin were injected, and three hours later 20 c.c. of pneu- 
moma antitoxin were injected. I fully expected to be com- 
pelled to intubate this case, but there was a gradual improve- 
ment of all the symptoms, though I was compelled to repeat 
the injection of diphtheria antitoxin three times. This case 
recovered after an illness of two weeks. No other treatment 
was given save stimulants and cold-water baths to reduce tem- 


perature. 


German Ph Recommend Cremation.—Several 


ysicians 
thousand German physicians have signed a petition to the 
Reichstag asking that the burning of bodies of persons dying 
of coniagious diseases should be made obligatory.—Medical 
Age. 
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ON THE IMMUNIZATION TREATMENT OF 
HAY FEVER.* 
E. FLETCHER INGALS, M.D. 
CHICAGO, 

Prompted by the favorable reports of Dr. H. Hol- 
brook Curtis upon his so-called immunization treatment 
of hay fever by the Ambrosia artemesiefolia, my asso- 
ciate, Dr. John Edwin Rhodes, and myself last summer 
decided to give the treatment a careful trial. We tried 
to obtain from the leading druggists in this city reliable 

parations of the drugs, but found they were not kept 
in stock and therefore we corresponded with some man- 
ufacturing chemists with a hope of obtaining the desired 
remedies, but were unsuccessful. Parke, Davis & Co. 
had no preparation from either of the plants, but agreed 
to make a collection during the flowering season and pre- 
pare fluid extracts at once. However, these were not 
obtained in time for the trial. Subsequently, Mr. Baker, 
of the firm of Gale & Blocki, agreed to have the fresh 
ambrosia collected as soon as the flowering season came 
on and make from it a fluid extract which could be pre- 
* in time for the latter part of the hay fever season. 

e found in their stock a fluid extract of the Solidago 
odora (golden rod) prepared by Wyeth & Co. Later 
he discovered in the city a normal tincture of Ambrosia 
artemesiefolia prepared by Merrill & Co. which is equiva- 
lent to a fluid extract. Dr. Curtis stated that by trying 
various substances he found that if a patient was ren- 
dered immune to one, he was thereby also made immune 
to some of the others. Curtis employed only the liq. 
ambrosia prepared by Fraser & Co., the constituents of 
which are not given. 


PHYSIOLOGIC PROPERTIES. 


As many patients are affected by the pollen from gol- 
den rod, it appeared to us best to use preparations from 
both this and the ragweed, instead of relying upon either 
one alone. By referring to the literature. I found in the 
U. S. Dispensatory and in King's American Dis- 
pensatory that the Solidago odora was formerly used 
in the treatment of flatulent colic, amenorrhea, nausea. 
dysentery, diarrhea, cholera morbus, etc., and that it was 
sometimes added to nauseating medicine for the purpose 
of rendering it more agreeable to the taste. It was 
credited with carminative and diuretic properties and 
the preparation from the flowers was said to be aperient, 
astringent and diuretic. 

As it is stated in the U. S. Dispensatory that this 
preparation has been recommended in the treatment of 
amenorrhea, it is interesting to note that one patient 
claimed that the medicine had caused menorrhagia. 
With the occurrence of the excessive flow, she had dis- 
continued the medicine and upon repeatedly recommene— 
ing its use, the menorrhagia had as frequently reap- 
peared so that she was obliged to stop its use altogether. 

The dose of the infusion made with one ounce of the 
plant to the pint of water was from one to two fluid 
ounces which would equal m.xxx-lx of the fluid extract. 

The Ambrosia artemesiefolia (Roman wormwood, rag- 
weed or hogweed) appears to have similar effects to those 
of Ambrosia trifida (tall ambrosia or great ragweed) 
which is reputed by eclectics to be slightly stimulant. 
astringent, hemostatic and antiseptic. It is said to have 
been successfully employed in bleeding from the nose 
and other hemorrhagic discharges where the flow is of 
small amount. It has also been emploved for the relief 
of hysteria and other nervous disorders. 


* Reed before the American Laryngological Association, Boston, 
May, 1902. 
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Ambrosia artemesiefolia is said to be very useful in 
hemorrhoidal tumors and in some forms of ulcers and it 
has been used as a tonic after intermittent fever and to 
alleviate mucous discharges. The dose is given as from 
one to two fluid ounces of an infusion, repeated in from 
one to four hours. This is prepared with 14 ounce of 
the tops to a pint of water. This would equal m. xv-xxx 
of the fluid extract. It is thought that it would prove 
fully as efficacious if not more so than Ambrosia trifida. 

Before we discovered the preparations, the hay fever 
season was so nearly upon us that some of our patients 
were clamoring for relief. To one of these I gave Fra- 
ser’s liq. ambrosia with careful instruction for its use, 
but he happened to be a man peculiarly susceptible to 
the influence of drugs, from some of which he had pre- 
viously experienced unpleasant symptoms. After taking 
a few doses of the liquid, his stomach was disturbed and 
he felt uncomfortable sensations which appeared to him 
like those he had formerly experienced from taking an 
opiate; therefore, he declined to take it. As we were 
not familiar with the composition of this liquid, we 
could not urge its continuance.* but within a few days 
we secured the preparations above referred to and de- 
cided to administer them together, but free from any 
other drugs, hoping thereby to obtain some accurate in- 
formation for the benefit of hay-fever sufferers. With 
this in view, I wrote to 100 of my hay-fever patients 
from whom I thought it likely that I could obtain re- 
ports, suggesting that they give the so-called remedy 
a trial. 1 stated frankly that it was an experiment in 
which I hoped for their coéperation. I stated that the 
medicine had been highly recommended for hay fever, 
but that I could not promise definite results, althou 
I could assure them that no injury would follow 
trial. So much time had been expended in searching 
for the remedies that about this time the hay-fever sea- 
son had begun and consequently many of the patients 
had already gone away for the summer to escape the 
attack. Some of those to whom I wrote were afraid to 
try the experiment and thus it turned out that only 20 
attempted the treatment. 


METHOD OF ADMINISTRATION. 


In order that the investigation might be carried out 
accurately, each of these patients was supplied with 
medicine from the same lots which were secured by Gale 
& Blocki and the two fluid extracts were combined in 
equal proportion in all cases. The patients were di- 
rected to take a dose of the mixture about 10 minutes 
before each meal and one at bedtime, each dose to be 
followed with a free drink of water to prevent any pos- 
sible disturbance of the stomach. They were given med- 
icine droppers with which the medicine was to be meas- 
ured, the droppers having first been tested so that it was 
found that 3 drops of the mixture equaled one minim. 
They were directed to drop the medicine into an empty 
capsule just before taking. which was thought to be the 
pleasantest means of administration, or they were al- 
lowed to take it upon a lump of sugar, in water, or in a 
little tea or coffee, as they preferred. The first dose of 
the medicine was to be 6 drops (2minims) ; each succeed- 
ing dose was at first directed to be 2 drops larger, but 
shortly afterward it was made 6 drops (2 minims) 
larger until an adult patient reached the maximum dose 
of 60 drops (20 minims) of the combined fluid extracts. 

* Prof. J. W. Salisbury of Rush Medical College subsequently 
made a thorough examination of this liquid and failed to discover 


opiates, cocain, hyoscyamin or atropin; therefore, the patient's 
symptoms probably were not dependent upon the medicine. 
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In a few cases the dose was increased to 30 minims 4 
times daily. 

The patients were directed to continue the remedy for 
a week or two, providing it acted favorably. Then if 
no symptoms of the disease were present it was to be 
discontinued, but it was to be taken again upon the first 
appearance of any symptoms of the affection. They 
were directed, farther, that if at any time the remedy 
caused disagreeable sensations in the stomach, or else- 
where, the dose should be diminished at once but sub- 
sequently gradually increased again, and each was asked 
to keep a careful record whether favorable or unfavor- 
able, of the pulse, temperature, the condition of the di- 
gestive organs and the symptoms referable to the eyes, 
nose, throat or lungs. 


ACCESSORY LOCAL TREATMENT. 


In my desire to give these patients relief and believ- 
ing that a local application might be helpful, I also gave 
these patients the adrenalin in a prescription as follows: 


Adrenals (Armour’s) (vel. adrenalin chlori 
„„ 
Add grs. xvi 
Aqua camphor, 312 
Glycerin 


Aqua. dest., hot, q. . 
Mascerate for four hours, then filter. Sig.: Use as a spray 
to nose and eyes 5 or 10 times a day when needed. 


This was also to be used half as often throughout the 
hay-fever season even when there was no irritation. 
At first, with a view to local immunization, I directed 
the patients to add to each 14, ounce of the spray about 
1-3 of a minim of the internal remedy and to increase the 
quantity each day about 1-3 of a minim until 6 minims 
had been added to the / ounce. Before long I became 
convinced that this was an irritant and did no good; 
therefore, it was discontinued. 

COLLECTION OF THE DATA. 

At the close of the hay-fever season, I sent to each 
of these patients the following letter and enclosed a list 
of numbered questions which would aid them in giving 
me systematic information upon the desired points. 

THE LETTER TO PATIENTS. : 


Mr. Octoser 29, 1901. 
Dear Sir :—Now that the hay fever season for 1901 is over, I 
desire to obtain all possible information pro and con about 
the remedies we have been trying this summer for relief of the 
disease. I desire to publish this information for the use of the 
profession and the benefit of the public, but of course shall not 
publish names. 

Will you kindly send me as soon as practicable careful 
answers to the questions on the enclosed sheet. Please number 
answers to compare with questions. I hope you will give me 
your unbiased views whether favorable or unfavorable to the 
remedy, as my only object is to record the actual facts for the 
benefit of others. In recording your impressions, it is neces- 
sary to take into consideration the weather and the condition 
of other hay fever patients in your vicinity at the time as well 
as your own experience during former years. 

Yours very truly. E. FLetcner INGALS. 

1. Sex. Age. . Occupation. 

2. What year were you first affected with hay fever? 

3. What has appeared to you to be the cause of the disease 
in your own person and what conditions or objects have been 
most active in exciting its paroxysms? 

4. Have you had it every year since first attacked; if not, 
what years have you escaped? 

5. Have your various attacks been mild, moderate, or severe? 

6. To what do you attribute your escape from the attacks, or 
miidness of the symptoms during any of these years? 
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7. What have been your prominent general or special symp- 
toms during the various attacks! 

8. How have the attacks begun? 

9. At what date? 

10. At what date have your symptoms usually subsided? ~ 

11. How constant have your symptoms been during the hay- 
fever season during previous years? 

12. Have you had asthma with these attacks? 

13. If so at what time has it usually appeared and disap- 
peared? 

14. How was it influenced this season by the remedies 

15. Have you suffered any sequela after heavy frosts have 
checked the acute symptoms; if so, what have been your symp- 
toms? 


16. What symptoms had you of the disease this season and on 


what dates? 

17. Has your pulse or temperature shown the presence of 
fever; if so, how much and how often’ 

18. At what time did you begin the use of the two special 
remedies that we have employed this year? 

19. How have the remedies affected your appetite, digestion, 
nervous system, strength or general feeling? 

20. Did you or did you not get relief from either or both of 
them? dw 

21. What amounts of either or both were you using at the 
time of relief or apparent ineffectiveness of the remedies? 

22. What have been your special experiences with either or 
both of the remedies in small or large doses; or in recommenc- 
ing their use after they had been discontinued ? 

23. Do they appear to you to have prevented, retarded or 
cured the paroxysm of the disease: 

24. What is your final estimate of the remedial value of 
these remedies 

25. In what manner have you taken the internal remedy ? 

26. Have you been annoyed by its taste; if so, have you dis- 
covered any agreeable way of taking it? 

27. With what regularity have you employed these remedies? 

RESULTS OF THE TREATMENT. 


1 have received replies from 18 of these and from 
two others | have been unable to obtain any information, 
although 2 or 3 letters have been written to each of them. 
Twelve, or 67 per cent., of these assert that they were 
relieved by the internal remedies. In several cases as the 
symptoms subsided, the medicine was discontinued, 
whereupon the symptoms reappeared, but again speedily 
disap upon recommencing the use of the medicine. 
Thirteen, or 72 per cent., believed they were benefited 
by the spray, while some found it deleterious, and one 
found it injurious, even when it contained none of the 
fluid extract. Sixty per cent. of the whole number were 
subject to asthma during the attack and just half of 
these reported benefit or entire relief from the asthmatic 
symptoms as a result, as they believed, of the internal 
medicines. Three, or 17 per cent., were benefi 
felt doubtful whether it was due to changes in the atmos- 
phere or to the medicine and the same number asserted 
that they were unable to observe any effects whatever 
from the drugs. Of these last, however, all three report 
their trouble as severe, rather than mild or moderate. 
while one was also an asthmatic. In two cases it caused 
disturbance of the stomach and in one, already cited, it 
appeared to cause menorrhagia. 

Some of the patients had few or no symptoms of hay 
fever until some time after the hay-fever season usually 
began with them, which at first it was honed was due 
to the remedies, but the subsequent development of the 
2 led part of these to believe the medicines were 
of no value. 


POLLEN OF OTHER PLANTS A FACTOR. 


When we remember that the pollen of other plants 
besides the two used in this experiment may also be the 
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exciting cause of hay fever in certain cases, the failure to 
obtain relief by some of these patients does not supply 
positive proof that the extracts of solidago and ambrosia 
are not cial, for it is possible that with these pa- 
tients the negative results might have been avoided had 
we added to the remedies the fluid extracts from verious 
other blossoms, such as those of Indian corn, timothy, 
June grass, ete. 

In some of the persons experimented on, the dosage 
may have been much too small, yet in others an attempt 
to increase the dose anneared to disturb the digestive 
organs. It will be remembered that the minimum dose 
of this mixture was only 1/22 of the minimum dose 


recommended by authors for the administration of these 


drugs, and that the dose we employed of these 2 fluid 

extracts was less than 14 of the average maximum doses 

of the two as recommended by the authors consulted. 
OTHER EFFECTS OF THE REMEDIES. 

It will be observed that in the literature, the prepara- 
tions of golden rod are reputed to possess diaphoretic 
properties. Some of these patients noticed peculiar 
sweating while taking the icine, similar to that they 
had experienced 1 years during the beginning 
of the hay fever. Solidago has been used as a febrifuge. 
Some of these observers believe that the remedy pre- 
vented the burning sensation from which they had suf- 
fered in former years during the hay fever. Ambrosia 
is classed by the eclectics as a hemostatic, especially val- 
uable in epistaxis. The same property may possibly 
account for the dryness of the nasal mucous membrane 
experienced by some of the persons who used these reme- 
dies, a pro , by the way, which if found to be con- 
stant would make this a useful remedy not only in hay 
fever, but in some other disorders affecting the nasal mu- 
cous membrane. 

ETIOLOGY IN THESE PATIENTS. 

Of the 12 patients who believed themselves benefited 
by the remedy, 3, or 25 per cent., attributed the attacks 
to ragweed, none to golden rod and 9, or 75 per cent., to 
other things, as car smoke, odor of flowers and weeds, 
night air, dusty weather, dust from grain and new-mown 
hay. Of the patients who experienced no relief, 3, or 
50 per cent., attributed the attack to ragweed, 2, or 
33 per cent., to golden rod, and 1, or 17 per cent., to 
other things, such as damp, warm or cloudy weather. 
Of these getting relief, 5, or 42 per cent., report their 
cases as severe, 5, or 42 per cent., moderate, and 2, or 
17 per cent., as mild to moderate. The shortest time 
with these patients during which they had been subject 
to hay fever was 3 years and the longest 30 years ; 6, or 
50 per cent., being less than 10 years’ duration, and 6, or 
50 per cent., above 10 years; 9, or 75 per cent., were of 7 
years’ or more duration. Of those not obtaining relief, 
all state their cases as severe and the duration was 9 to 
25 years. Of those relieved by the medicine, in 9 cases, 
or 75 per cent., the trouble had returned every year since 
its commencement, while in only 3, or 25 per cent., of the 
cases had there been years when the symptoms did not 
appear, 2 of these being explained by the patients going 
to Europe during the hay-fever season. Of those not 
relieved, all had had the symptoms return every year 
with the hay-fever season. 

RELIABLE PREPARATION OF DRUG NEEDED. 

These remedies are used very little in medicine, there- 
fore doubt arises as to the effectiveness of the prepara- 
tions employed. It is not improbable that the particular 
lots that we experimented with hed been in stock many 
years and may have lost their virtue. It would appear 
necessary that the plant in order to furnish an effective 
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thered during the flowering sea- 
son, remedies we employed, it is not 
unlikely that but little care was taken in selecting the 
crude plant. Fraser’s liq. ambrosia is a proprietary 
preparation, the constituents of which are not known 
to the profession ; therefore, careful physicians will hesi- 
tate to recommend it, and when it is taken no one can 
know certainly to what its good or ill effects may be due. 
PLANS FOR FURTHER TRIAL. i 

From these considerations, I was induced to urge 
Parke, Davis & Co. to prepare standard fluid extracts 
from both of these plants gathered during the flowering 
season. This they have done so that they may be em- 
ployed next summer. In order to make the administra- 
tion as easy and pleasant as possible for the patient, they 
have at my request also — up the remedies in chocolate- 
coated tabloids of the fresh extract, of two sizes; each 
of the smaller tablets represents 214 minims of each of 
the fluid extracts. These are to be used at the begin- 
ning and while the dose is being increased; the larger 
tablets each represent 10 minims of each of the fluid ex- 
tracts which is the full dose that was generally employed 
by us during the past year, although twice this quantity 
might well be tried. The manufacturers assure me that 
the remedies will be quite as effective in this form as in 
any other and therefore with the quality assured and 
the administration made easy, we hope to give it a more 
thorough trial another year, and I hope that each of 
you will lend your aid to this investigation. 

34 Washington Street. 


A NEW METHOD OF TREATING THE BROAD 
LIGAMENT STUMPS IN VAGINAL 
HYSTERECTOMY. 


E. C. DUDLEY, A. u., M. D. 
CHICAGO. 


In the operation of vaginal h omy the broad 
ligament stumps are usually treated in one of two ways: 

1. They may be ligatured, cut short and returned to 
the abdominal cavity and the vaginal wound closed, 
according to the nature of the case, with or without 
drainage. The objections to this method are apparent; 
they are: first, the dangers which always arise from the 
intraperitoneal ligature of a mass which may slough 
or at least become infected; second, the stumps having 
been returned to the peritoneum, the broad ligaments 
can not perform their functions of holding up the pelvic 
floor, especially holding up the rectum, vagina and blad- 
der. In consequence, these viscera are apt to descend 
with resultant cystocele, rectocele and enterocele va- 
ginalis. 

2. In order to avoid such evil effects. it has been cus- 
tomary to draw the stumps down into the vagina and 
fasten them there with the same sutures which are used 
to close the vaginal wound. This makes the operation 
extraperitoneal and enables the ligaments to perform 
their functions of holding up the rectum, vagina and 
bladder. | 

In some cases the ligaments are so short and rigid that 
they can not be drawn into the vagina and therefore 
must be returned to the abdominal cavity. Usually, 
however, it is quite ible to make the operation extra- 
peritoneal by fastening the stumps below the level of the 
vaginal wound. The ligatures on the stumps are usually 
applied en masse around the entire ligament in such a 
way that the ligatured portion will slough. It is better 
to apply the ligatures so that no sloughing will occur, 
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the ligament through which the arteries pass. 
OPERATION PROPOSED. 

nying plate shows a very — method 
igatured ends of the broad ligaments 
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of treating t 
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wound between the vaginal and peritoneal sides of it. 
The explanation of the procedure is as follows: 

Fig. A. The ligaments, having been ligatured en 
masse in such a manner as to avoid sloughing of the 
ligatured stumps, are drawn down into the vagina by 
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in such a manner as to avoid sloughing of the ligatured 
stumps and to fix them in the vaginal wound. 

method here illustrated is only applicable to those cases 
in which the ligaments are sufficiently long to permit 
either end-to-end rr or the folding of one 
on the other and fixation of them in the vaginal 


means of pressure forceps. The anterior and posterior 
peritoneal margins of the vaginal wound are being 
whipped together by a continuous catgut suture. At 
either end of the line of union this continuous suture 
secures the broad ligaments so that they can not slip 
back into the pelvic cavity. Only one is here 
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shown on each broad ligament. In the majority of cases 
more than one ligature may be required. 

Fig. B. The anterior and posterior peritoneal mar- 
ins having been united as shown in Fig. A, the broad 
i ts are brought together by end-to-end approx- 

imation and united by a continuous catgut suture. The 
united ends of the broad ligaments are now in contact 
with css in front of the united peritoneal margins. 


ig. C. The anterior and posterior margins of the 
peritoneal wound have been united and the broad liga- 
ments have been approximated, end to end. by continuous 
sutures as already shown in Figs. A and B. The ante- 
rior and posterior margins of the vaginal mucosa are 
being united by a continuous catgut suture, making a 
line of union from side to side. This suture completes 

operation. 

Fig. D. In some cases the broad ligaments are 80 
ong that instead of uniting them end to end they may 
be folded one upon the other and so fastened together. 
The anterior and posterior peritoneal margins have been 
united in precisely the same manner as shown in Fig. A. 

Fig. E. The anterior and posterior peritoneal mar- 
gins of the vaginal wound have been united by a trans- 
verse line of union as shown in A and D. The ends of 
the broad ligaments have been folded on themselves and 
are being united by a continuous catgut suture along 
their lower border. A similar suture should be intro- 
duced along the upper border. The ligaments havi 


been thus united are to be covered by the upper an 
lower ins of the mucosa as shown in Fig. C. 
The method of fixing the ends of the broad ligaments 


between the peritoneal and vaginal sides of the wound 
will be found to have great value, when practical, for the 
ligaments so fixed can then perform the very. important 
function of holding the pelvic viscera high up in the 
pelvis and of preventing the unfortunate prolapse of the 
pelvic floor (rectum, vagina and bladder), a not uncom- 
mon and most unfortunate result of hysterectomy when 
performed by the older methods. 

In vaginal hysterectomy for carcinoma and metritis 
the broad ligaments will frequently be sufficiently long 
to permit end-to-end approximation, but they will not, 
in most cases, permit r as illustrated in 
Figs. D and E. This method of overlapping the liga- 
ments, however, will always be possible in the operation 
of vaginal hysterectomy when performed for complete 
—ͤ uteri and is strongly urged in that class of 


cases. 

When the ligaments are not sufficiently long for end- 
to-end approximation, they may be fixed in the vagina 
in the ordinary manner, or if not sufficiently long for 
this, may have to be returned to the pelvie cavity. 

Observe in 4 E and D the isolated ligature of the 
arteries. This form of ligature will usually be quite 
practical except for 5 short and very large ligaments, 
and when practical, should always be employed. It 
insures normal circulation in the stumps and is a safe- 
guard against sloughing. 

In hysterectomy for carcinoma it is desirable to re- 
move as much as possible of the broad ligaments: hence 
this operation will be found more especially applicable 
for the non-malignant cases. 

1617 Indiana Avenue. 


Test for Dog Sausages.—It has been suggested to use the 
blood serum for examining meat in sausages. It is possible by 
this test to establish the absence or presence of meat from 
horses, dogs, ete.—St. Louis Courier of Medicine. 


THE PHYSICIAN AS A SOCIAL FACTOR. 


Jour. A. M. A. 


THE PHYSICIAN AS A SOCIAL ECONOMIC 
FACTOR.* 
EDGAR J. SPRATLING, B.S., M. D. 
FORSYTH, GA. 

In the long-forgotten ages, while men yet lived in 
caves, the figure that stood out in boldest relief was the 
medicine man. When soci 3 slowly and timidly 
to organize itself into a politic, the chipped flint 
doing duty as both tool — 1 weapon, the grain about 
which it crystallized was the ever present medicine-man- 
priest. To him came his tribe, singly and collectively, 
asking enlightenment and guidance. His war chief, 
however brave, however fierce, was only tribal warrior 
leader, he himself being the real ruler, holding the 
scepter of life and death over his le. His remedies 
were few and therapeutically worthless, but his dogmas 
were all — This picture is faithfully reflected 
among all primitive peoples even unto this day. 

As culture made p slowly, very slowly at first, 
but gaining rapidity with the ing of the centuries, 
the priest-physician was found ever in the forefront, 

ping every idea and using each thought put forth 

y members of any other calling. The lowliest peasant 

and the veriest tvrant sought the opinions and advice 
of the astute jugglers in human frailties. 

What was true as to influence wielded by the medicine 
man of the ages past ought to be and will be many times 
manifolded for the enlightened medical man of to-day. 
Surely if any profession has the right to be proud of its 
achievements the great family of physicians stand pos- 
sessed of that honor. See what has been done in length- 
ening life: From 1890 to 1900 four years have been 
added to the average longevity of those within the sta- 
tistical area. It is our first and very pleasant duty to 
lengthen life, and who can gainsay our success? Is it 
fair to other professions that we be compared to them? 
If so, have the lawyers decreased crime or the preachers 
lessened infidelity? Only in the fields of applied science 
and the mechanical arts do we find any approach to the 
record made in medicine. 

Twenty years ago tuberculosis was a mystery—deadly 
as the embrace of the boa—fatal as the sting of the 
asp—but to-day the great medical laboratories, the doc- 
tors’ manual training schools, have laid bare its erst- 
while mysteries and are rapidly loosening its deadly 
grasp and plucking its fatal fangs. 

Twenty years ago the paranoiac murderer hanged be- 
side the wilful assassin, but to-day the keen-thinking 
equiiy-loving physician guides court and jury into the 
path of actual justice. 

Gentlemen, have we done and are we doing our best 
here? Are we not yet prone to sit in the galleries, silent 
and helpless, while we are needed in the arenas? We 
owe the public the benefit of our learning and skill, 
whether dealing with the criminal, the lunatic, the in- 
ebriate or the physically unsound. The fulfillment of 
this duty will lead to the broadening and deepening of 
our influence. Let us wake up here and do our fuller 
duty, gain the greater influence and accomplish the most 


Twenty years ago men about to enter new business 
relations did not first obtain their physician’s opinion, 
but they are doing it now among the most intelligent 
classes, and within a few vears the phvsician’s nermis- 
sion will be a sine qua non among men about to make 
radical changes in life. as well as in the choice of callings. 
The writer can recall numerous interviews like these: 


* Read before the Medical Association Georgia at its Fifty 
third Annual Meeting, Savannah. April, 
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“Doctor, I’m about to 2 into cotton : 
what do you think of it?“ “Your lungs are not suited; 
stick to your farm.” “See what you think about my 
going on the road.” “Your stomach will not stand the 


irregularities.” “What do you think my boy should 
be?” “A mechanic.” “Do you think daughter should 
marry?” “Yes.” 


Brothers, there is where our power lies ; why the future 
will find us such potent social economic factors—the real 
arbiters of the great body politic of society. And think 
of the social power we even now wield. Neither the 
—.— nor the prize fighter, neither the school girl nor 

r grandfather, neither the college boy nor his mother. 
neither the banker nor the gambler, neither the lawyer 
nor the laborer. the soldier or the sailor can boast of free- 
dom from the doctor’s dictum. The army and navy of 
every civilized country are dependent for their efficiency 
and perpetuity upon their surgeons’ examinations. No 
immigrant may enter this broad, fertile, sunlit land of 
ours till the stamp of medical approval rests upon him. 

We usher, with gentlest hand and warmest heart, our 
fellow man into this joyous life, and we lead him ten- 
derly, affectionately, regretfully down the valley of the 
shadow of death; the first to greet and the last to take 
leave. And while walking beside him from cradle to 
grave, we warn him of, and lead him by, the pitfalls of 

isease and suffering, mental and physical. 

This we are to do. not only for the individual, but for 
the public. The writer expects to see the day when the 
laws of the states shall provide that one chair in every 
council, commission and legislative body be filled by a 
medical man. The people will demand this and the law 
will give it; we have only to stay awake and be ag- 


gressive. 

The architect of to-day does not plan a building with- 
out its sanitary arrangements being approved by medical 
science. Does the great steamship, throbbing with life 
and energy, fearlessly riding the wave, outlivine the gale, 
dare to enter or leave port without having its bill of 
health viséed by the medical man? The immense life 
insurance companies, the most successful corporations 
the commercial world has ever seen, are entirely de- 
pendent for their very existence upon the diagnostic 
and prognostic skill of their medical examiners. 

Did you ever feel totally unworthy of the power that you 
wield? No? Then you have never had to sit in the sacred 

rivacy of your office and tell a well-beloved friend, 
our business days are over, you are far gone in dia- 
betes ;” or to another, “Steps in your family’s behalf 
must be taken for you are paretic.” Those things make 
evil days for the tender-hearted doctor; but, brother 
hysicians, when these evils come, think neither of 
iendship nor of friend, but remember only what is best 
for those to be left behind, the widow and babes, the re- 
lations and last but not least, the public. Harden your 
hearts unto all save duty. 

A thousand years ago the leper and him who was 
stricken by a plague were shunned of man and beast. 
outcasted,stoned. Ahundred years ago the insane rattled 
their chains in noisome cells, with vermin for sole com- 
panionship. (Blessed be the memory of Dorothea Dix.) 
Our fathers saw hospital gangrene work its loathsome 
will undisturbed. e ourselves have seen diphtheria 
kill in its own peculiarly horrible way while we stood 
helpless by. In those days, too, our power and in- 
fluence were less than to-day, when almost every dis- 
ease has been made to come forth and stand in the bril- 
liant sunlight of scientific research. And as we become 
more and more the master of disease, we stand nearer 
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and nearer to the mastery of the patient and through 
him the family and society at large. 

The true physician is ever a man of the greatest in- 
fluence. His education, training, ways of thinking, 
broad views, non-sectarian and non-nartisan feeling 
make him a marked man in his community. He is a 
veritable Abou Ben Adhem; that sweet dream of peace 
and its awakening are his. He loves his fellow man re- 

rdless of color, creed, kith or kin. He is in turn be- 
oved by every one; even the mothers in Israel drop their 
knitting to smile on him as he And parents lead 
their children to him to have their futures forecasted, to 
have them gauged and placed in life’s line of battle. 

And here, gentlemen, our greatest greatness in the 
near future will lie. Not in dictating business ventures 
for the grownup * but in strengthening and sha 
ing the body and mind of the baby in the cradle, 
boy in school, the girl in college and both entering life’s 
work. It is ours to read the physical index and decide 
how far the body may be depended upon with and with- 
out our help. And ours it also is to note the mental 
gauge and determine its strength and weakness, its 
shadows and sunbeams, its stability and variability and 
the directions of its rovings, and finally to guide it into 
paths whose stepping stones across life’s quagmires are 
best suited to its stride. 

Could we ask for firmer standing ground or a longer 
lever with which to move the world? 


Medical News’ Opinion of the Saratoga .—This 
year’s meeting was especially noteworthy for the high charac- 
ter and practical value of the scientific contributions to the 

m. * * * The social features were well calculated 
to furnish very pleasant relaxation for those in attendance. 
The number of members registered this year was not as large 
as for several years past, but the lack in numbers was com- 
pensated for by the interest evinced by all. Rarely have See- 
tion meetings been so faithfully attended. In a word, this 
year’s meeting of the National Asscciation has proven to be 
another step forward in scientific work and in professional 
organization. 

The election of Prof. Frank M.S., M.D., to the 
presidency of the American Medical Association is significant 
of the progressive spirit which animates the medical profession. 
Dr. Billings, well known from his numerous contributions to 
internal medicine and from his position as professor of medi- 
cine and dean of the faculty of Rush Medical College, Chicago, 
is a representative of the educational product of the middle 
West, which, during the last two decades, has contributed 
largely to the list of leaders in the educational and scientific 
work of the country. There is scarcely an educational institu- 
tion of prominence in the eastern or western states that has 
not availed itself of the sterling qualities possessed by these 
men of the prairie and lake region. The expansiveness and 
freedom of the great West has communicated somewhat of 
its comprehensiveness and vigor to men and institutions, and 
the strenuous life so necessary to the rapid development of vast 
natural resources, along absolutely new lines and on a scale 
never before attempted, is now producing results in fiélds 
of endeavor which lie outside the domain of commerce, but in 
which the same breadth of mind, the same boldness and freedom 
in action are essential. In selecting Dr. Billings for its 
president the American Medical Association is but following 
the lead of many American colleges in giving practical recogni- 
tion to exemplars of typical Americanism as applied to profes- 
sional and educational matters. The address delivered by. Dr. 
Billings at the Saratoga meeting, and published in this issue, 
is indicative of the mental grasp which has placed Dr. Billings 
in the twenty-one vears of his professional career in the front 
rank of practitioners in the nation, and finally in the dis- 
tinguished position to which he has now been elected.—A meri- 
can Medicine. we 
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THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 

Without detracting from the merits of other medical 
bodies in this or other countries, or from other divisions 
of the Association under the present or former plan of 
organization, the House of Delegates, if it fulfills the 
high purposes for which it was created, is destined to 
become one of the most useful and potent factors which 
has ever been formed for uniting and elevating the med- 
ical profession. In one sense it is only the agent, mouth- 
piece or executive committee of the Association, and 
in another is the creature of the state. and ultimately of 
the county societies, but there is still another in which 
it is an independent body, cut off from all political en- 
tanglements and alliances, and free to determine all 
questions coming before it with an eye single to the 
good of the whole profession. And this spirit and pur- 
pose was plainly manifest at the Saratoga meeting. 
While there was evident at the outset, as mieht have been 
and was expected by those most directly responsible, 
some of the crudeness and friction incident to the opera- 
tion of all new machinery, this soon cleared away, and the 
whole time appeared to be utilized by the ninety-six dele- 
gates composing the House in an emulation “as to who 
could best work and best agree.” That the importance 
of its work was very generally appreciated in advance 
was shown by the fact that the various state societies 
and sections chose their delegates from among their 
best members, and that such men as Welch, Osler, Reed, 
Vaughan and others of equal or scarcely less distinction, 
chosen as delegates, gave up important scientific work 
in the sections, for which they had made laborious prep- 
aration, in order to devote their entire time to delegate 
duties. It was no slight honor to serve in the combined 
capacity of a United States medical Senator and Rep- 
resentative of a great state of this Union, or of an 
equally great scientific section, and a large majority of 
the delegates evidently appreciated and were equal to 
the honor. With such a personnel and moved by such 
purposes, it goes without saying that the best thought 
of such a body will be given to the proper fostering of 
the scientific spirit, not only of the Association as an 
annual gathering. which is bound to follow, but, what is 
infinitely more important, to creating, arousing or en- 
couraging, as conditions may require, and through such 
instrumentalities as may be developed, the same spirit 
in each of its affiliated state and county societies, and 
ultimately in each physician embraced within any of 
these jurisdictions, which means the entire profession. 


EDITORIAL. 


Jour. A. M. A. 


Among the subordinate but by no means unimportant 
duties imposed upon this body is the selection of all the 
officers of the Association. Ineligible for any official 
preferment themselves by provision of the constitution, 
and all forms of candidacy and electioneering by any 
member or his friends having been properly placed 
under the ban, delegates will have time and opportunity 
to fairly and deliberately select the officers from the 
highest and most efficient class of members, and thus 
indirectly stimulate all who are ambitious for prefer- 
ment. and who might have been led to hope for it in the 
past through other methods, strive to make and keep 
for themselves a position in this class. In order that the 
best men in the profession may be induced to serve as 
delegates it was determined that the House shall meet 
one day in advance of the General Meeting in the future, 
that its work may be mapped out and gotten into the 
hands of the committees for such digestion and perfec- 
tion as will permit it to be finished with the deliberation 
its importance demands, and yet at such hours as will 
interfere as little as possible with section work. These 
and other similar problems are important, but are mat- 
ters of detail which may be safely entrusted to time and 
the good judgment of the profession; but the very exist- 
enceof the House of Delegates as an accomplished fact— 
evidently in the minds of the Association in a nebular 
way, but certainly the fruition of the labor and hope 
of thoughtful members for a generation—marks an 
epoch, and we believe an epoch for great and contin- 
uous good to the medical profession and people of 
these United States. 


THE TETANUS EPIDEMIC. 

We shall have this year our usual tetanus epidemic. 
Most of the cases will develop from ten to fourteen days 
after the Fourth of July. Commonly it will be found 
that a burn, inflicted by fireworks, often not of a serious 
character, or some slight wound from a toy pistol, pre- 
ceded the development of the disease. The noisy an- 
noyance and the yearly crop of deaths from tetanus are 
a high price to pay for the fostering of patriotism that is 
supposed to go with the present form of celebration of 
the glorious Fourth, but it seems idle to hope that the 
annual nuisance will be done away with—in our genera- 
tion at least. So long as the horse remains with us, then, 
to discharge large numbers of tetanus bacilli on our city 
streets where tardy street cleaning permits the excreta 
to dry and so constitute an important part of street 
dust and dirt, the conditions necessary for the develop- 
ment of tetanus will obtain and the disease will continue 
to be a feature of city life at this time of the year. 

The first question is that of prophylaxis. Tetanus de- 
velops especially after wounds deep in the tissues, or 
those that are seared by heat; in a word, after wounds in 
which the bacillus is protected from contact with the 
oxygen of the air in the presence of which the anaérobic 
germ will not grow. When wounds present themselves, 
therefore, which have been exposed to contamination 
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with street dirt, or with barnyard refuse, the ideal surg- 
ical treatment is not to encourage rapid superficial heal- 
ing, but to be sure that the wound heals from the bot- 
tom and that any foreign material present is thrown off 
in the process. For this purpose it may be necessary to 
open the wound more freely and to permit some free 
bleeding to také place. With regard to superficial burns, 
it is especially important to remove all seared tissues 
and, as far as possible, to permit healing to begin only 
from freshly bleeding surfaces. 

The tetanus bacillus does not produce pus. In fact, 
as a rule, it gives but very slight and sometimes no 
local reaction in the tissues where it is buried. The 
toxins of the bacillus, however, find their way to the 
cells of the central nervous system and uniting with 
them produce very serious changes, soon noticed in their 
effect upon the muscles, whose nerve supply is regulated 

by the affected cells. The first symptoms of tetanus, 
then, as seen clinically, are not the beginning of the 
disease, but, as has been well said, the preliminary signs 
of death from tetanus because of irremediable damage 
to the central nervous system. This emphasizes the ne- 
cessity for thorough opening of suspected wounds at the 
time of primary treatment, even though it may involve 
additional pain and some risk of scarring. Cauteriza- 
tion or the use of strong antiseptics in suspected wounds 
seems eminently inadvisable, since these measures leave 
a set of dead cells in situ that may serve as a protective 
barrier for the anacrobic bacilli against the bactericidal! 
oxygen of the air. 

The use of antitetanic serum for prophylactic purposes 

before the development of tetanus symptoms has been 
suggested, but at best is of only temporary benefit. The 
serum is not a germicide, but serves only to neutralize 
the toxins of the tetanus bacilli. Whatever tetanus 
toxins are in the circulation at the time of the injection 
will be rendered innocuous, but those due to the further 
growth of the bacilli will be very little hampered in their 
action. Subcutaneous injections of the serum after the 
symptoms of tetanus have declared themselves, are of 
very slight avail. At this time the toxins of tetanus 
have formed inalterable compounds with certain of the 
components of the nerve cells, causing irreparable injury. 
In conjunction with other and more effective treatment. 
subcutaneous injections of tetanus serum may be of 
service because they neutralize the toxins constantly 
given off from the focus of tetanus bacilli present in 
the tissues, and so serve as a defense against further 
toxic invasion until nature’s protective powers are suf- 
ficiently aroused to render their aid unnecessary. 

Experience has shown that the bringing of the anti- 
tetanus serum directly in contact with the nerve tissues 

constitutes the only hopeful method of treatment. This 
may be accomplished either by subarachnoidal or sub- 
dural injections. Subarachnoidal injections are made 
through a lumbar puncture. Dr. Jacob' of Berlin, one 
of Professor Leyden’s assistants, has reported six cures 
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out of nine cases treated by this method. Three of the 
cases suffered from tetanus of the severest type. Two of 
the patients had temperature of over 40 C. (104 F.) 
when the injections were given, and there are good au- 
thorities who hold that when tetanus patients develop 
a temperature above 39.5 C. (about 103 F.), the case 
will always terminate fatally. A third case was one of 
tetanus puerperalis. The death rate from this form of 
the disease is said to be, practically, 100 per cent., and 
besides the affection was of severe type and had a very 
short incubation period, making the prognosis, if pos- 
sible, still more hopeless. 

It would seem, then. that this method of treating 
tetanus should be given a trial, especially in cases 
where the circumstances are not such as to encourage the 
subdural injection of the antitetanic serum. By the 
subdural method the serum is introduced beneath the 
membranes of the brain after previous trephining. The 
results thus far obtained by this method have been very 
promising. It is, of course, a very serious operation, 
but the fatality from tetanus is so large as amply to 
justify the procedure. It is not invariably successful 
because if the tetanus toxins have affected very many 
nerve cells recovery can not be looked for. The method 
has proved life-saving, however, in many apparently 
hopeless cases, and so far has not seemed to add any con- 
siderable risk to those of the tetanus itself. 


SOME REFLECTIONS OF HEMIPLEGIA. 

The return of a varving degree of motor power in 
members paralyzed as a result of hemorrhage into the 
brain, occlusion of a cerebral vessel and secondary soft- 
ening and other cerebral lesions has been attributed in 
part to the escape from destruction of certain nerve 
fiberc, with their release from pressure and from the 
eects of the inflammatory process and in part to the 
assumption by the corresponding centers in the oppo- 
site hemisphere of the functions subserved by those of 
the injured side. The heightening of the reflexes and 
the development of contractures have in their turn been 
attributed to the removal of the inhibitory action of the 
higher over the lower centers through interruption of 
their channels of communication, and also to the irrita- 
tion arising out of the sclerosis of the motor tracts. 

For some time evidence has been accumulating that 
tends to throw doubt upon these explanations for well- 
recognized phenomena. It has been shown that, in addi- 
tion to the motor fibers that pass directly from the 
cerebral cortex to the pyramidal tracts, through the 
pons and medulla to the spinal cord, there are others 
that are diverted first to the optic thalamus and the 
quadrigeminate bodies, and that it is largely through 
these that restoration of motor function and exaggera- 
tion of reflexes and contractures take place in the 
sequence of hemiplegia of cerebral origin. This aspect 
of the subject has been recently discussed at some length 
by Dr. Max Rothmann, who, as a result of his studies, 


1. Leyden Festschrift, vol. li, 1902. 


1. Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, April 28, May 5, 1902. 
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concludes that hemiplegia in man, and its consequences, 


are not caused by destruction of the pyramidal tracts 
alone, but that, in addition, interruption of other cere- 
brospinal paths must have taken place. In case of 
excision of the portion of the cerebral cortex controlling 
the muscular activity of the extremities, or in case of 
total destruction of the posterior limb of the internal 
capsule, the resulting hemiplegia is due to complete 
loss of conduction of motor impulses from the cortex. 
Under such conditions, the paths between the quad- 
rigeminate bodies and the spinal cord, and their con- 
nections with the optic thalamus, are at first unable 
properly to maintain the motor functions, and transmit 
to the spinal cord only impulses for maintaining the 
tendon-reflexes. The partial restoration of active move- 
ments that sets in in the course of several weeks is the re- 
sult of the gradually developing independent motor func- 
tion of the optic thalamus, or of the quadrigeminate 
centers, and has no connection with the reéstablishment 
of the pyramidal tract or the vicarious action of the 
cerebral cortex of the opposite hemisphere. 

The fact that restoration of only certain groups of 
muscles takes place in human beings, in contradistine- 
tion from apes. with persistent paralysis of the antag- 
onists, and that contractures develop in consequence, is 
due to peculiarities in innervation of the arms and legs 
arising out of the assumption of the erect attitude by 
the former. Inasmuch as in case of restoration of 
movement, the condition is not one of reéstablishment of 
previously injured paths, but of an education of new 
paths, the institution of exercises of the paralyzed parts, 
and especially of the muscles that would otherwise re- 
main paralyzed, is indicated as early as possible after 
development of the paralysis. Such treatment by ex- 
ercises will in some cases be advantageously supple- 
mented by tendon transplantation of the paralyzed 
muscles. 


VARIETIES OF ENDOCARDITIS. 


Endocarditis, like the inflammatory process in gen- 


eral, may result from a varietv of irritating factors, 
mostly bacterial in character. In consequence of the 
reaction between the morbifie agents and the invaded 
tissues, there may develop irregular roughening or eleva- 
tion of the endocardial surface, or polypoid or villous 
formations, or ulcerations, or even suppuration, rep- 
resenting the different pathologic types of endocarditis, 
with corresponding clinical variations. The several le- 
sions would seem to be the expression of modifications in 
the intensity of the morbid process rather than of any 
specific pathogenic activity on the part of the causative 
micro-organisms. Some observations in support of this 
view were communicated at a recent meeting of the 
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society by Drs. F. J. 
Poynton and Alexander Paine,“ who had previously 
isolated from the blood, during life, in cases of acute 
rheumation and from the lesions after death 0 a dip- 
1. Lancet, April 12. 1902, p. 1036. 
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lococcus of culture on artificial media and 
which, when injected into lower animals, gave rise to 
symptoms and lesions of the same disease, with the pres- 
ence of the identical micrococcus in the blood and 
tissues. In the course of further investigations they 
were able to demonstrate a close clinical relationship in 
some cases between rheumatism and so-called malignant 
endocarditis. This result was reached from clinical ob- 
servation, from a study of the morbid anatomy and from 
bacteriologic and experimental investigations. 

With the diplococcus isolated from seven cases of 
malignant endocarditis it was possible to develop the 
same disease in lower animals. A like result could be 
brought about with the diplococcus of rheumatism, and, 
conversely, it was possible to produce rheumatism with 
the micro-organism that caused malignant endocarditis. 
The diplococcus found in the two conditions exhibited 
slight but not essential differences, those associated witlr 
malignant endocarditis being smaller and more rapid in 
growth. Both possessed acid-producing properties, 
which it was thought might play some part in the rheu- 
matic process. A distinction was found to exist between 
the vegetations upon the cardiac valves in cases of rheu- 
matic endocarditis and in those of cases of malignant 
endocarditis, numerous diplococci being present in the 
necrotic tissue in the latter, while there was none in 
the former. Between these extremes there were all 
gradations. The tendency for malignant endocarditis 
to occur in damaged valves was thought to be due to a 
lack of resistance in these structures. 

The foregoing observations go to show that so-called 
malignant endocarditis represents an intense or virulent 
inflammation of the lining membrane of the heart, 
differing only in degree from other forms of the same 
morbid process, and also that the same lesions may be 
induced by the same micro-organism as appears to give 
rise to acute rheumatism. There is, further, not want- 
ing collateral evidence that the disorder may be caused 
also by other micro-organisms. 


THE INDEX OF CURRENT MEDICAL LITERATURE. 


The readers of Tue Journat will note that the Index 
of Current Medical Literature in this, the concluding 
number of the volume, contains not only the American, 
but also the European titles. Heretofore this has been— 
since the discontinuance of the publication of the Index 
Medicus—the most complete index of papers in the 
medical publications of this country. With the present 
additions, which nearly double its size, it affords an 
index also of most of the leading foreign journals, suffi- 
cient, it is thought, for many purposes, for the consultors 
of foreign medical literature. With the abstracts given, 
THE JOURNAL reader should be kept well posted as to 
what is being done in medical science abroad. There is 
a utility in this which we believe will be appreciated 
by American workers, as the Bibliographia Medica, the 
successor to the Index Medicus, is not readily available 
to many in this country and its continuance is, moreover. 
an uncertainty. Unless we have evidence which has 
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been wanting heretofore that the efforts of TUE Journat 
in this direction are not appreciated by the profession, 
its index of current literature will continue to appear 
with each volume and such features as may seem to 
increase its value will be added from time to time. The 
publication of the index in this issue encroaches on the 
usual number of reading pages of THE JouRNAL. 


Medical News. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Medical College Site Secured.—By the purchase of three 
* of land, June 13, Harvard University Medical School 
practically completed the acquisition of the property 
whereon its new buildings will be erected. 


Personal.—Dr. Lewis M. Palmer, South Framingham, has 
been appointed medical examiner for the Eighth Middlesex dis- 
trict, vice Dr. Zabdeal B. Adams, deccased.——Dr. J. Addison 
Sawyer, Haverhill, has moved to Bradford.——Dr. James C. 
White delivered his last lecture before the students of Harvard 
Medical School, May 28. He has been a member of the faculty 
for 44 ycars. 

The Hospital’s Work.—-The eighty-eighth annual report of 
the Massachusetts General Hospital shows that the average 
weekly cost per patient was $15.17, as against $15.05 in 1900. 
In the out-patient department the number of new cases treated 
was 27,667 in 1901, 31,043 in 1900. The whole number of pa- 
tients treated last year in the hospital was 5353, as against 
4883 in 1900; the number of free patients was 3527, against 
3136 in 1900, and the number of patients paying im whole or in 
part was 1836. The number of oy treated in the accident 
room was 5777, as compared with 5262 in the previous year. 


MICHIGAN. 


Personal.—Dr. C. M. Ryno, Kaiamazoo, sailed, June 18, for 
Antwerp. He will spend about six months in study abroad. 
Drs. W. S. Brownell and Nicholas M. Spranger, Detroit, 
have been appointed city physicians. 

Mercy tal.—Mr. Charles H. Hackley, Muskegon, has 
given to that city a site on which he will erect a hospital, the 
entire expense being about $75,000. He has also promised to 
endow the hospital, when completed, with $50,000. 

Grand Rapids Medical College held its sixth annua: com- 
mencement exercises, June 2, graduating a class of 19. Dr. 
Clarence H. White delivered the address; Dr. William Fuller, 
dean of the faculty, made his report; Hon. Willis B. Perkins 
administered the hippocratic oath and Dr. Frank J. Lee pre- 
sented the diplomas. 

May Mic Mortality.—-There were 2686 deaths in the 
state during May, a decrease of 164 from the preceding month, 
and an increase of 22 over May, 1901. The death-rate was 12.8 

r 1000 per annum. There were 465 deaths of infants under 

year of age; 194 deaths of children aged 1 to 4 inclusive, and 
769 deaths of persons aged 65 years and over. Important 
causes of death were as follows: Tuberculosis, 246; typhoid 
fever, 34; diphtheria, 31; scarlet fever, 25; measles, 43; 
ing cough, 29; pneumonia, 311; diarrnea, children under 2 
60; influenza, 27; cancer, 101; .ccidents and violence, 


NEW YORE 


Faculty Accretions.—The faculty of Albany Medical Col- 
lege has appointed Dr. William S. Hailes demonstrator of 
anatomy, Dr. Christian G. Hacker instructor of materia 
medica and therapeutics, Dr. H. W. Carey, instructor of his- 
tology, and Dr. Peter H. Moak instructor of pathology. 

Personal.—Dr. John T. Harris has been appointed health 
physician of Tonawanda.—-Dr. Frederick W. Smith has been 
appointed health officer of Syracuse, vice Dr. Bernard S. Moore, 
Dr. Robert H. Pierson, Syracuse, has 8 the 

Henry 


resigned 
examination for the medical corps of the army. 
C. Sutton has been appointed health officer of Rome. Dr. 
Alpheus L. Price, Byron, has been commissioned a member of 
the board of pension examiners, succeeding the late Dr. Morris 
W. Townsend of Bergen. 

Diet List for State tals.—An increase in 
the diet of 23,000 insane persons in the eleven state tals 
has been ordered at an additional expense of about 000. 
The action follows the recommendation contained in a report 
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made by a commission composed of the superintendents of the 
Binghamton, Ogdensburg and Poughkeepsie hospitals. Even 
with this change the per capita cost by reason of improved ad- 
ministration and closer inspection of the buying and distribu- 
tion of supplies will be lower than ever. 


New York City. 


Lebanon Hospital, the Bronx, has ieceived $60,000 from 
Mrs. Clara Simon, in memory of her husband, who died three 
years ago. 

Dr. Sweet's Portrait Presented.—At a recent meeting of 
the New York Academy of Medicine, 2— of Dr. John Ap- 
pleton Sweet was presented to the A v. 

For Sick Hebrew Children. Contracts have been let for 

the construction of a large pavilion in the grounds of the 
Sanitarium for Hebrew Children at Rockaway Park. The 
pavilion will accommodate 600 mothers and; children. 


Dormitory for Sanitarium.—Henry Siegel has presented 
$20,000 to the Stony Wold Sanitarium for a dormitory in 
memory of two of his trusted employes, who died from tuber- 
culosis, and a memorial tablet will be placed in the dormitory. 
The gift is conditional on the raising of a sufficient sum to 
finish the structure. 

Emergency tal at Coney Island.—The on hos- 
pital at Coney Island opened, May 25, for the season. It has 
accommodation for 20 patients and is conducted as a branch 
of the King's County Hospital. The hospital is not a fully- 
equipped general hospital, its character and equipment having 
been planned for the purpose of giving first-aid only; but dis- 
pensary cases of an urgent character are also treated. Those 
cases requiring major surgery receive first aid at the ion 
hospital, and are then transferred to the Kings County Hos- 
pital. 

Personal.—Drs. Alexander Hugh Ferguson, Chicago, and 
Andrew B. Somers, Omaha, were entertained in New York last 
week by Dr. Thomas H. Manley. On invitation of Dr. Manley, 
Dr. Ferguson operated on a case of gangrenous femoral hernia, 
resecting 13 inches of mortified intestine and making an end-to- 
end anastomosis with the Murphy button.——Dr. Alfred S. 
Ambler, superintendent of the Brooklyn Hospital, has resigned. 
——-Dr. Seymour Oppenheimer has been appointed laryngolo- 

st and otologist to Gouverneur Hospital. Dr. John T. 
Sprague, Stapleton, has been appointed sanitary superintendent 
for the Borough of Richmond, at a salary of $3500. 

Tablet in Memory of Honored Dead.—A memorial tablet 
has been presented to the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Columbia University, by the alumni, in honor of the graduates 
who died during the Spanish-American war. In presenting the 
tablet Dr. John G. Curtis, professor of physiology, made a short 
address, giving an account of the careers of the Columbia men 
who lost their lives in the war. President Butler responded for 
the university. The tablet, which is of oxidized bronze with 

sed letters of bright bronze, is in memory of John Blair 

n U. S. Navy, killed at Guantanamo; 
indheim, assistant surgeon, Eighth Regi 
ment, N. G. S. N. V., who died of i Sept. 16, 1898, and 
Harry Augustus Young, Eighth Utah Light Artillery, who was 
killed at Manila, Feb. 6, 1899. 


Buffalo. 


The Emergency Hospital, which has always been under the 
same administration as the Sisters of Charity Hospital, has 
been reorganized under its own board of managers, and will 
be independent of the Sisters’ hospital, although the Sisters of 
Charity still supervise both in-titutiens. 


Personal.—Dr. James S. Porter has succeeded Dr. William 
B. May as milk inspector and Dr. Edward L. Frost has been 
os inspector of foods and drugs, vice Dr. William H. 

eath.— Dr. Herman Mynter and wife have sailed for Europe. 
After visiting relatives in Copenhagen they will make a tour of 
the medical centers of Europe. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Hospital Saturday and Sunday.—<As a result of the an- 
nual collection for the benefit of the hospitals of Pittsburg and 
Allegheny, $5700 was distributed among these institutions. 

Personal.—Dr. Bert K. Vannaten, Venango, has been ap- 
2 assistant surgeon and assigned to the Sixteenth In- 

ry, N. G. P.— Dr. John M. Duff, Pittsburg, has been 
eleeted a director of the South Side hospital for five years. 

* Sued.—Dr. Susan J. Tabor, late a member of the 
staff of the State Hospital for the Insane, Norristown, has sued 
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that institution for $11,454.66, salary alleged to be due her. 
She claims that her appointment was for five years, and that 
she was discharged without reasonable cause. 


West. Penn. Commencement.—'The sixteenth annual com- 
mencement exercises of Western Pennsylvania Medical College, 
Pittsburg, were held, May 29, when a class of 48, including two 
women, was graduated. Dr. Samuel C. Milligan delivered the 
annual address and the degrees were conferred by John A. 
Brashear, acting chancellor of the university. 


Philadelphia. 


Hospital —By the will of James H. Grier, War 
rington township, Presbyterian Hospital receives $10,000. 


Dr. J. Norman Risley has been commissioned lieutenant 
and assistant surgeon, N. G. P., and assigned to the Third In- 
fantry. 

Pennsylvania Hospital Report. The one hundred and 
fifty-first annual report of the managers of this institution 
shows that 4705 ward and private patients were treated during 
the year, an inerease of 702 over the previous year. The num- 
ber of patients admitted during 1901-1902 was 360 more than in 
any year of the hospital's century and a half of existence. The 
daily average was 251. The number of cases admitted to the 
receiving ward was 23,142, a daily average of 63. Of these 
3435 were sent to wards. This is an increase of * — the 
precedi ear. At the out-patient department 16, per- 
sons — — 1508 more than the year before. The total 
number of visits to the out-patient department was 58,727, com- 
pared with 54,295 a year ago; 39,800 cases were treated in 
all, or 4285 more than last year. The resident physicians made 
$3,869 examinations, besides attending 251 ward patients, daily. 
At one time 301 patients were in the wards, a larger number 
than ever before, except during the late war. The cost of main- 
tenance increased $4,506.51 during the year, and reached 
$126,020.41. Legacies to the hospital amounted to $50,747.57 
during the year and $26,930 came in the form of contributions. 
The sum of $227,437.43 was expended in maintaining the in- 
sane department. 


Personal. Dr. Larkin Smith, health officer of Nashville, 
has gone to London, where he will spend several months in 
study and research. 

Knoxville Medical College graduated a class of two, May 
27. Dr. Henry M. Green delivered the charge to the graduates 
and Dr. Edward L. Randall presented the diplomas. 

Memphis tal Medical College. This college gradu- 
ated a class of 171 at its recent commencement. Hon. Josiah 
Patterson delivered the address to the graduates, and Dr. Ben- 
nett G. Henning conferred the degrees. The new building for 
the college has been completed in every detail and is now ready 
for the reception of students. It is provided with five large lec- 
ture halls, commodious laboratories, and will comfortably ac- 
commodate more than a thousand students. 

Vanderbilt Faculty Changes. The medical department of 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, announces the following 
changes: Dr. Richard A. Barr, adjunct to professor of ab- 
dominal surgery; Dr. Lucius E. Burch, adjunct to professor of 
diseases of women; Dr. John T. Altman, professor of obstetrics ; 
Dr. Worcester A. Bryson, — professor of surgery; Dr. A. 
Bennett Cooke, professor anatomy; Dr. John A. Gaines, 
adjunct professor of practice of medicine, and Dr. Owen Wilson, 
clinica of diseases of children. 


Waco Board of Health.—-The new board of health has or- 
ganized with Dr. Charles T. Young, president, and R. D. Dickey, 
ex-officio member, secretary. 

San Antonio Hospital Incorporated. —The Physicians’ ane 
Surgeons’ Hospital of San Antonio has been incorporated with 
a capital stock of $50,000, by Drs. Francis M. Hicks, Frank 
Paschal, Dabney Berrey, John S. Lankford, William E. Luter, 
James H. Bindley, Robert E. Moss, Witten B. Russ and others. 


Commencements.—Dallas Medical College, medical depart- 
ment of Trinity University, graduated a class of ten. Dr. Wil- 
liam M. Yates, Cleburne, delivered the faculty address; Rev. R. 
L. McElree, Alvarado, discussed medical ethics and Rev. L. C. 
Kirkes presented the diplomas.——-The Medical Department of 
the University of Texas, Galveston, conferred degrees on a class 
of 16, May 31. Prof. Edward Randall delivered the address 
of the evening, and President Prather of the University pre- 
sented the diplomas. 
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Dallas Medical College. Dallas Medical College, medical 
department of Trinity University, held its annual stockholders’ 
meeting, May 31. The election resulted as follows: Directors, 
Drs. John C. Armstrong of Garland, Franklin U Painter of 
Pilot Point, Peyton L. Campbell, James E. Wilson and Hugh 
L. MeNew; Dr. Painter was elected president; Dr. MeNew dean, 
and Dr. Wilson secretary. The directors will select a new 
faculty. 

Harmonization of Dallas Colleges.—The stockholders of 
the medical department of the University of Dallas, on May 24, 
elected the following board of trustees: Drs. Edward H. Cary, 
Charles M. Rosser, Samuel E. Milliken, Vene P. Armstrong, 
James M. Inge of Denton. J. H. Florence, K. Dunlap, Alexander 
M. Elmore, Joe Becton, and Jesse B. Titterington. By unani- 
mous vote it was agreed to effect a consolidation with the Dallas 
Medical College under the original charter of the University of 
Dallas, the institution to continue the medical department of 
the University of Dallas and to be hereafter known as the 
Dallas University Medical College. 


VIRGINIA. 

University College of Medi Richmond, graduated a 
class of 8, May 15. Hon. John Goode delivered the address of 
the evening. 

Cancer Hospital in Norfolk.—<A hospital for the treatment 
of cancer and kindred trouble is to be opened shortly in Norfolk 
under the professional charge of Dr. Patrick H. C. Noble of 
Richmond. 

Dixie Hospital. At a recent meeting of the incorporators 
of the Dixie Training School for Coloved Nurses and the Dixie 
Hospital, Newport News, it was decided to erect a new hospital 
building to cost not less than $25,000. 

Nash Semi-Cen . Dr. Herbert M. Nash, Norfolk, on 
the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of entering the practice 
of medicine in that city, was given a banquet by the physicians 
of Norfolk and vicinity, at which Dr. Israel Brown presided as 
toastmaster. 

Medical College of Virginia. At the commencement exer- 
cises of this college, held May 8, Dr. Christopher Tompkins 
J > and awarded diplomas to a graduating class of 13. 

. William E. Evans, D.D., was the orator of the evening, his 
topic being “The Dynamics of Germs.” 

Personal.—Dr. Joseph I. McCool has been appointed assist- 
ant surgeon of the second class, vice Dr. John K. Knorr, re- 
signed, in the National Soldiers’ Home, Hampton, Va.——Dr. 
Harry B. Struble, interne in the hospital, has resigned and gone 
north. Dr. A. T. Nelson, Rapidan, has been appointed assist 
ant as gy at the Western State Hospital, vice Dr. William 
H. Yeakley, resigned. — Dr. Moses D. Hoge, Jr., Richmond, has 
resumed the chair of histology and clinical diagnosis at the 
University College of Medicine; Dr. II. Stuart MacLean has 
been elected professor of bacteriology and pathology, and Dr. 
Alfred L. Gray, professor of physiology.——Dr. John M. Hen- 
derson, for several years assistant physician at the Central 
State Hospital, Petersburg, has resi and will enter private 


practice. 
WISCONSIN. 
Private tal.—Dr. William F. Malone, Milwaukee, has 
ne ae ng which he will fit up and equip as a private 
tal. 


Years in Practice. — Dr. Thomas P. Russell, Oshkosh, 
has just passed the fiftieth anniversary of his entry into the 
ranks of practicing physicians. 

Donation to Hospital.—Oriden Evanson, a farmer living 
near La Crosse, has given $5000 to the Norwegian Lutheran 
Hospital in that city, to be used in caring for the needy poor. 

New Hospital at Madison. —A new hospital is to be erected 
at Madison to cost $25,000. Of this amount $10,000 has been 
donated by citizens and $15,000 appropriated by the city 
council. 

Graduation Exercises.—The Wisconsin College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, Milwaukee, graduated a class of 19, April 
30. Dr. Alfred H. Levings conferred the degrees, and Dr. Wil- 
liam F. Becker delivered the doctorate address. Milwaukee 
Medical College graduated a large class, April 14. Dr. Wil- 
D. J. O’Hearn 
delivered an address on “Medical Ethics.” 


Personal.—Dr. John W. Coon, registrar of vital statistics, 
Milwaukee, has resigned and will spend several months in - 
graduate study in the East.——Dr. Leonard E. Spencer, Wau- 
sau, has been appointed a member of the State Board of Health, 
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vice Dr. J. Henry MeNeel, Fond-du-lac, term expired.——Dr. 
Theodore Koch has been made health officer of Baraboo. Drs. 
Moses J. White and William F. Beutler, Wauwatosa, will 
spend the summer in visiting European hospitals for the insane. 
r. Bertha V. Thomson, Necedah, has been appointed assist- 
ant — at the Northern Hospital for the Insane, Oshkosh. 
Dr. Arthur T. Holbreok, Milwaukee, has sailed for Europe. 
GENERAL. 

Cholera in the Philippines.—The total number of cases of 
cholera to June 22 in the Philippines is 8899, of which 1530 
were in Manila, 6676 of these died, of which number 1236 were 
in Manila. Ninety American soldiers have been among the 


Beneficent Sanitation in the Philippines.— Major-General 
Lloyd Wheaton, U. S. A., who arrived, June 22, from the 
islands, having completed three and a half years’ hard service 
there, and who will be retired, July 15, after 41 years’ service 
in the Army, bears testimony to the great saving of life in the 
islands by the measures taken by the Army. The stamping out 
of smallpox by isolation and vaccination, the warding off of 
bubonic plague by inoculation and quarantine and the limiting 
of the cholera epidemic by the stringent measures taken have 
saved hundreds of thousands of lives. The loss of life by war, 
he says, seems infinitesimal in comparison. 


Smallpox. 

Colorado: In May 130 cases of smallpox were reported, a 
decrease of 6 cases compared with the preceding month. The 
deaths from the disease numbered 13. 

Illinois: Seven new cases of smallpox were discovered in 
Chicago during the week, and for the first time in some months 
they were all of white persons. None, of course, had been vac- 
cinated, although one, a woman, was 75 years old. Two of these 
new cases were pupils attending the Mclaren School. Investi- 
gation shows that these children were in attendance on transfer 
slips of vaccination furnished from other schools. Personal 
examination proves that the attempted vaccinations in 1899 and 
1900 were failures, as there is not the slightest trace of the 
characteristic vaccination car. Yet the vaccination certificates 
were issued by physicians as “successful vaccinations,” upon 
which the children had been admitted to school attendance. No 
blame can possibly be attached to the principal nor to any of the 
teachers of the school. But it is a serious question what 
should be done with physicians who certify to successful vac- 
cination without ever taking the trouble to examine the arm 
after the ration to determine success or failure. 

Maryland: The secretary of the State Board of Health re- 
ports that from May 11 to June 16 there were 5 cases in Dor- 
chester County, 1 in Caroline County, 1 in Somerset, 5 in 
Washington County, and | in Baltimore County. One death 
occurred in Washington County. The outbreak in Somerset 
and Caroline counties was said to be checked, which left only 
Dorchester, Baltimore and Washington counties in the list of 
affected counties. 

Michigan: Smallpox was reported to the State Board of 
Health from 154 places, 82 places less than in the preceding 


month. 
FOREIGN. — 


Statistics of in India.———A government statement 
regarding the condition of India in respect to the plague, says 
the Chicago Inter-Ocean, from its first outbreak in Bombay in 
September, 1896, to March, 1902, shows a total of reported 
deaths from the disease during that period of 536,600 in the 
Bombay Presidency and 315,400 in other parts of India, or a 
total of 852,000 for the whole of British India and the native 
states. Making allowance for untraced and unreported deaths, 
it is calculated that a million died during the period men- 
tioned. During the first three months of 1902, the deaths re- 
= yee in the Bombay presidency were 62,667, compared with 

7,806 in the corresponding period of 1901. Other parts of 
India show a corresponding increase, especially in the Punjab, 
where the deaths in 1900 were 515; in 1901, 15,245, while in the 
first month of 1902 the figures have risen enormously, the 
deaths reported in March alone numbering 42,788. 

LONDON LETTER. 
The Smallpox Epidemic. 

The epidemic continues steadily to decline. There are 1162 
cases in hospital, against 1360, 1344 and 1274 in the preceding 
weeks; 158 new cases were admitted during the week against 
233, 307 and 251 in the three preceding weeks. 

South African Civil Surgeons’ Dinner. 

About 100 of the civil surgeons who had served in the South 

African war held a dinner at the Hotel Cecil, with Sir Fred- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 1695 


erick Treves in the chair. In ng the toast of “The Im- 
al Forces” Dr. Conan Doyle, the celebrated novelist, who 
served at the front as a civil surgeon, said that the Army 

Medical Department had been starved in time of peace, but 

when it suddenly found itself face to face with war and was 

in need of help, hundreds of civil surgeons sprang to the front. 

Surgeon- General Taylor, director-general of the Army Medical 

Department, in responding to the toast, said that the help 

derived from the volunteers was the most wonderful thing in 

the history of the war. He looked on the union of the civil and 
military portions of the medical profession as one of the best 
auguries of good for the Army Medical Department. 


Festival Dinner of the Medical Graduates’ College and 
Polyclinic. 


The annual festival dinner was held in the Criterion restaur- 
ant, with the Right Hon. H. II. Asquith, K. C., M.P., in the 
chair. guests, who numbered about 300, were received by 
the president, Sir W. Broadbent. The chairman in proposing 
the toast of the “The London Polyclinic” pointed out that the 
institution had a double object: It was charitable in the best 
sense of the word, and without coming into competition with 
the hospitals it provided the best medical advice for 
patients who could not pay a consultation fee. It 
thus filled a gap in the machinery of philanthropy. Dur- 
ing 1901 nearly 1200 patients received advice. ‘There was 
another side still more important: it provided the means for 

ualified physicians continuing their medical education. The 

lyclinic was still in an embryonic condition, and was in want 
of funds. There were nearly 900 members and the classes 
were well attended. Sir W. Broadbent, in responding to the 
toast, said that the medical student, after passing his examina- 
tion and qualifying for practice, was faced by problems in 
diagnosis and treatment for which his preparation for examina- 
tion helped him only in small degree. The object of the Poly- 
clinie was to afford these medical men the opportunities for 
what might be called secondary education. A collection was 
made after the dinner and $2500 was subscribed in aid of the 


Polyclinic. 
The Plague. 

The returns for the week ending May 17 show that in India 
there is a marked decrease in the number of deaths from plague. 
They were 7008 against 11,612 in the preceding weck. The 
chief fall has been in the Punjab, where nearly two-thirds of 
the total deaths and cases in India have occurred. In Bombay 
city the deaths from plague during the week- ending May 17 
were 300, against 391 in the corresponding week of 1901. In 
the other Bombay districts there were 429 deaths against 583 
in the previous week; in Caleutta 209 against 280; in Rengal 
136 against 237; in the northwest provinces and Oudh 266 
against 280; in the Punjab 5453 against 9122. In Egypt, 
during the week ending May 25, 28 fresh cases of plague and 
16 deaths occurred. All the new admissions and deaths oc- 
curred in natives. The number of cases under treatment on 
May 25 was 31, the same as last week. 


Gorrespondence. 


A Unique Case. 

Prrrsuung, PA., June 14, 1902. 

To the Editor:—I have thought the following case of suf- 
ficient interest to report. My friend, Dr. R. J. Phillips of this 
city, attended a woman in her second confinement yesterday. 
There was a twin birth (boys), both children well delevoped 
except that each one had a harelip and one has five fingers on 

one hand and only partial development of the thumb. 
Yours, ete., Joux Mitton Durr. 


Corrections in the History of the Sections. 

Recent letters report two corrections in the “History of the 
Sections of the American Medical Association,” which appeared 
in Tux JounxAl. of June 7. The chairman of the Section on 
Dermatology and Syphilography for 1894 is credited to 
Colorado, when California was meant. This was a _ typo- 
graphical error. The names of chairman and secretary of the 
Section on Laryngology in 1898 were transposed. The names 
as given in the history were quoted from the official minutes 
printed of that Section. The printed minutes were therefore at 
fault. 
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Societies. 


COMING MEETINGS. 


Medical Association of Nevada, Virginia City, July 7, 1902. 
American Ophthalmological Society, New London, Conn., July 16, 
1902. 


Platte County (Mo.) Medical In honor of the 
semi-centennial of practice of its president, Dr. E. McD. Coffey, 
the annual meeting of this Society on July 12 will be held at 
Platte City. 

Physicians’ Club of Chicago.—The annual meeting of the 
club took place May 26. The following officers were elected: 
Secretary, Dr. L. Harrison Metiler; board of directors, Drs. 
Alfred C. Cotton, president; Joseph Zeisler, treasurer ; G. Frank 
La Walter S. Christopher, J. Clarence Webster and John 


American Roen Ray Society.—The next meeting of 
this Society will be held in Chicago, December 10 and 11. 
local committee of arrangements is composed of Drs. Ralph R. 
Campbell, John B. Murphy, Louis E. Schmidt, Malcolm L. 
Harris, William L. Baum, Henry G. Anthony and William 
Allen Pusey. 


AMERICAN GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Twenty-seventh Annual Meeting, held at Atlantic City, V. J., 
May 27-29, 1902. 


(Concluded from p. 1608.) 

President, Seth C. Gordon, M.D., Portland, Maine, in the 
Chair. 

The Relative Advantages of the Complete and Partial 
Hysterectomy. 

Dr. E. E. Montcomery of Philadelphia spoke of the diffi- 
culty the present student had in appreciating the slow process 
of development in the operation of hysterectomy, whether par- 
tial or complete. The procedure as perfected by Goffe and 
Baer marked an epoch in the progress of partial hys- 
terectomy. Without intending to disparage the work of 
these gentlemen, he pointed out that the operation in many of 
its details hack been done before these gentlemen had essayed 
their first operation; that Charles T. Parkes of Caicago was 
probably the first to resort to the supravaginal amputation of 
the body of the uterus, with the return of the stump to the ab- 
domen after ligation of the uterine arteries. In the complete 

he advocated the Doyen procedure as the one most 
desirable. He preferred the panhysterectomy to the partial op- 
eration, for the reasons that it was more expeditious, it ren- 
dered hemostasis more secure, it decreased the danger from 
sepsis in removing any dead space in which fluids could accu- 
mulate and become infected. The cervix retained by the former 
method is not always free from danger from subsequent de- 
generative processes. 

A paper by Dr. George H. Noble, Atlanta, Ga., on “A New 
Operation for Complete Laceration of the Perineum, will ap- 
pear in full, illustrated, in Tuk JouRNAL. 


Treatment of Placenta Previa—Cesarean Section Not 
Justifiable. 

Dr. Ropert A. Murray, New York, in a contribution on this 
subject, referred to a paper read last year before the American 
Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, by Dr. Zinke, 
Cincinnati, on this subject, also to a discussion which it 
elicited. In Zinke's paper a strong plea was made for the 
treatment of placenta previa by Cesarean section. Dr. Murray 
protested against such a radical measure, and believes that by 
proper treatment one can avoid the perrormance of this opera- 
tion in many instances. In fact, only a very small minority 
of cases of placenta previa should, in his opinion, be treated by 
Cesarean section. 

Da. J. Wurrrrevce WILLIAMS, Baltimore, questioned the pro- 
priety of Cesarean section for placenta previa, and said the 
operation was done too frequently. Recent statistics as to the 
great safety attending this operation were liable to do almost 
as much harm as good. If the society did not take a decided 
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position in regard to Cesarean section in cases of placenta 
previa, he feared that this operation might be practiced as 
frequently and indiscriminately as was ojphorectomy. In his 
opinion there was a small field for Cesarean section in placenta 
previa. 

Dr. Epwin B. Cracixn, New York, said the conditions were 
so numerous which would justify Cesarean section in placenta 
previa that they were seldom found present, and among them 
were a good condition of the child, good surroundings for the 
patient, and a cervix so rigid that there would be great diffi- 
culty in dilating it and resorting to version. These three con- 
ditions were rarely met with in cases cf placenta previa. A 
fourth condition was central implantation of the placenta. 

Dr. Puitanver A. Hannis, Paterson, N. J., said that when 
the statistics were analyzed as to the mortality of the mother 
and child, it would be found that the more rapid, prompt, and 
effective the delivery, the less the mortality, and the better the 
general results. If the case could be seen when the first hem- 
orrhage occurred, it would be a favorable time for Cesarean 
section, but which he would not advise, but try ‘to effect de- 
livery by other methods. 

Dr. Cuacies Jewett, Brooklyn, said the results under mod- 
ern obstetric methods of treatment of placenta previa were 
good, whereas the mortality from Cesarean section was much 
larger than had been claimed by its advocates. 

Dr. A. Parmer Dub, New York, said the general practi- 
tioner should be educated in regard to placenta previa. He 
should study his cases more carefully, and make a diagnosis 
of placenta previa suthciently early to reter them to specialists, 
thus saving the lives of many children and mothers which 
otherwise would undoubtedly be sacrificed. He thought there 
was not much use in performing Cesarean section after a pro- 
fuse hemorrhage had taken place. The danger of this opera- 
tion, when properly and promptly performed, was almost nil. 

Dr. Ecpert H. Granpin, New York, said he would treat a 
case of placenta previa after the same manner that he would 
a case of carcinoma or sarcoma oi the uterus. He would go 
at it with hammer and tongs, just as soon as he was sure of 
his diagnosis. and no matter what the period of gestation, he 
would empty the uterus. His experience had been fairly exten- 
sive, and his results trom this hammer-and-tongs policy had 
been very favorable as regards saving the mothers. He had 
never had a mother die, although the mortality was consider- 
able as far as the children were concerned. But usually these 
children were nearly dead when seen. 

Two Conditions Simulating Ectopic Gestation. 

Dr. Epwarp P. Davis, Philadelphia, read a paper reporting 
a case of hematocele and one of retroverted gravid, simulating 
ectopic gestation. Segond, Routier and Varnier have recently 
reported to the Obstetrical Society of Paris similar cases. 
In obscure cases of hemorrhage in which a diagnosis is not 
evident, he thinks abdominal section is safer than continued 
uncertainty. Conditions simulating ectopic gestation usually 
require prompt interference and surgical treatment. 

Dr. P. Philadelphia, presented a clinical 


report on ureteral surgery. 


Dr. Evwarp RET Boston, discussed the principles 
underlying the repair of cystocele, and an operation founded 
thereon. 


Dr. E. E. Montcomery, Philadelphia, spoke of the relative 
advantages of complete and partial hysterectomy. 
A New Method of Anterior and Posterior Colporrhaphy. 

Dr. I. S. Stone, Washington, D. C., read a paper on this 
subject. In the anterior operation the vaginal wall is incised 
in the median line and, after clamping the sides of this in- 
cision, the bladder is pushed away, upwards and backwards, 
until its entire base is separated from the vaginal wall and 
from the anterior surface of the uterus, if desired. He extends 
this separation as far out laterally as possible, for the whole 
pelvic roof shares in the prolapse. He proceeds now to lift 
the bladder with fingers or gauze packing, or with a sound 
inside the organ as far upward as possible to assure the ex- 
tent of liberation. The excessively long flaps which presented 
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rior vaginal wall) are now excised, and the wound brought to- 
gether edge to edge, taking care to entirely obliterate the 
cystocele and to leave the new anterior vaginal wall straight 
across. The method of applying the sutures is important, for 
he invariably sutures the flaps near the center of the wound 
to the anterior surface of the uterus with silkworm gut, silk 
or chromicized catgut. This is done for the double purpose of 
holding the bladder high above the former attachment on the 
uterus, and to hold the uterus forward if it has been retro- 
verted. The bladder is held away and the deep sutures passed 
through the uterine wall between the attachments of the round 
ligaments. The wound is then entirely closed with catgut 
sutures. It will be noticed that he has applied the Mackenrodt 
method of vaginal fixation to his operation, but it was pri- 
marily to hold the bladder higher upon the uterus rather than 
eure the displacement. in very large eystoceles the vaginal 
wall is greatly lengthened and can be shortened by removing 
a V- section from each side of the incision in front 
of the cervix. The longitudinal wound in the median line will 
then join one made transversely across the vagina in front of 
the cervix. 


As a test of the efficiency of the method, two patients with 
procidentia were selected, each with large cystoceles, who con- 
sented to operation in two stages. Both women were nearly 
‘sixty years of age. One pad prolapse of twenty years’ stand- 
ing; the other, a stout, fleshy woman, had not suffered so long, 
and her disability was largely due to increase in weight. The 
vaginal relaxation of the thin woman was extensive and com- 
plete. The fat woman had not sustained as severe laceration as 
the other, but was hardly as good a subject, owing to the 
size of her abdomen. The anterior operation alone was done 
on these women, and while the uterus was not entirely retained 
within the vagina as a result of the work done, the cysto- 
cele was cured. One of these women had the final operation 
upon the posterior wall before she left the hospital; the other 
returned nearly a year later, was treated in the same man- 
ner, and now both are well. 


Posterior Secondary Operation. 

Injury to the posterior vaginal wall and perineum differs 
greatly in its extent, and in the direction of the tear. Tne 
rent may be longitudinal or transverse, and in any event needs 
to be fully exposed below the vaginal mucous membrane, which 
in the past has borne the brunt of surgical attack, while the 
fascia, the objective point, is hiding with the much-discussed 
and rarely seen levator ani muscle, and is only influenced by 
sundry excursions of needle and suture, which, after all, only 
hold a denuded or scarified mucous membrane together while 
union progresses. The chest of the rectocele is grasped with the 
left hand, making a transverse fold which is divided with the 
scissors down to the rectum. Clamps are applied to the edges 
of the incision, and the rectum pushed away on both sides with 
vaginal wall. The incision in the vaginal wall is extended 
above and below until we are satisfied that we can secure suffi- 
cient narrowing of the vagina to answer the purpose in view. 
The sutures are placed with greater facility when the rectum 
is separated freely on each side, and one need not have any 
fear of not obtaining good union after the operation. After 
he has completed the liberation of the rectum, and has clamped 
such hemorrhoidal vessels as give trouble, he closes the wound 
in the following manner: With tissue forceps he catches up 
two points, one on either side, which he wishes to unite in front 
of the rectum. These points are usually about one and one- 
half inches below the edge of each flap, but the size of the 
rectocele will necessitate a test in each case, as directed, so that 
good approximation of the fascia over the rectum may be 
secured, which will not exert undue traction upon the sutures. 
The fascia is firmly and thoroughly united along the entire 
length of the wound. In some instances he has used a double 
tier of sutures which gives excellent support to the floor of the 
vagina, and makes a firm obstruction to the exit of a procident 
uterus. After the buried sutures are placed, he excises the 
long flaps from each side, and closes the vaginal incision with 
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to and rather below the former site 
Emmet’s or Hegar’s method may 
nal stage of the operation, accord- 
the predilections of the operator. The operation in 
some pio resembles that of Hegar’s, the chief difference 


being in the methed of exposing the fascia. 
A Consideration of Ovarian Fibromata, on a Study 
of Pwo Recent Cases, and Eighty-two Collected 


means such a rarity as was 


conclusively shown by Dornan, 


In the 84 tabulated cases, the age is mentioned in all but one. 
Fibromyomatous uterine tumors were about twice as often dis- 
covered from 40 to 50, as are ovarian fibromata, the percentage 
of the former being 51, as compared with 28 in the latter. 

The conclusions were that (1) fibromata of the ovary oceur 
earlier and in relatively greater numbers during early sexual 
life than do fibrous growths of the uterus; (2) while rela- 
tively the largest number of ovarian tibromata are to be found 
during or just after the menopause, a considerable 
of cases occur proportionately later in life than do uterine 
fibromyomata. 

Of the 66 cases in which the social state was mentioned, 22 
were single, and 44 were married, showing the disease to be 


twice as common in married as in single women. The statistics 


do not bear out the statement of Dartigue, that pregnancy prior 
to the development of the tumor is rather a rare occurrence, 
since 75 per cent. of the 33 women, where fecundity is recorded, 
had had one child or more. The 28 women averaged four chil- 
dren each. 

The cases were catefully reviewed regarding the effect of 
the ovarian fibromata upon/the menstrual function. In only 
two cases is it definitely stated that the tumors gave rise to 
irregularity in the menstrual period. In 49 per cent. the state- 
ment is made that the patients were regular; six patients, or 
12 per cent., are recorded as having had painful periods, but 
there is no evidence to show that the pain was produced by 
the ovarian growths. 

The author thinks that neither menorrhagia nor metror- 
rhagia is a very constant accompaniment of fibroma of the 
ovary. It is more apt to occur where both ovaries are affected 
by the disease. The growth of an ovarian fibroma may exist 
for many years before the tumor reaches large proportions or 
gives rise to marked symptoms. In other cases the growth is 
more rapid, reaching considerable proportions and giving rise 
to noticeable symptoms in a comparatively short time, say a 
few months. Pain is present to a greater or less degree in 
nearly one-half the cases of ovarian fibromata. Freedom from 
pain means, as a rule, the absence of adhesions of the growth 
to the surrounding organs. Pain is more frequently met with 
in tumors of moderate size. Dysuria is a symptom in about 
15.6 per cent. of the cases. 

The growths were described as fibromatous in 63 out of the 
84 cases, or in 75 per cent.; 48 of these were fibromata, 12 pure 
fibromata, and fibroma with collvid infiltration, fibrous with 
mucoid degeneration, and fibroid with hyalin and myomatous 
changes, one each; 17, or 20 per cent., were found to be fibro- 
myoma; 2 were called myotibroma, and there was one each 

to the myomas and to the myofibromas with hyalin 
degeneration. 


Closure of Suppurating Abdominal Wounds Following 
Laparotomies. 


Du. Puitanper A. Harris, Paterson, N. J., said, when 
abscess forms in the abdominal incision the skin is reopened in 
the line of incision to the upper and lower limits of the mural 
abscess. The wound is then treated as an open one until the 
flow of pus bécomes greatly reduced in quantity. All the 
granulations are then removed with a sharp curette until the 
muscle, fascia, fat and other tissues are distinctly recognizable. 
The separated edges of the deep fascia are then drawn together 


Dr. Reupen Peterson, Ann A ich., after narrating 

cases said that while fibroma i of the rarest forms of 

ovarian new growths, it iv — 

formerly supposed, as has Geen a 

Briggs and Coe. 
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by a series of silkworm gut sutures, which interlock each other 
at the apposition line of the fascia. Each one of these sutures 
is introduced through the skin about one inch away from the 
incision, and each one is brought out either just above or below 
the point of its introduction. If the first suture both enters 
and emerges from the right of the median line, the next one is 
introduced and emerges at a point to the left of the incision, 
and is so introduced as to interlock the first or preceding 
suture, The third suture is introduced and brought out from 
the same side as the first suture and interlocks the second one. 
The fourth suture is introduced from the same side as the second 
suture and interlocks the third or preceding one. This sin- 
gular suture has for its chief object the coaptation of the 
deep fascia, and, when properly introduced and tied, it is 
claimed that the fat and opposing edges of the skin fall in 
apposition, adhere and heal without additional sutures. Most 
of the few cases thus treated promptly heal and generally do so 
without suppuration. A not unimportant part of the technic 
of operation is the thorough and repeated washing with a solu- 
tion of bichlorid of mercury, always followed with a normal 
salt solution irrigation. The stitches are all removed on the 
twelfth and fourteenth day. 

._ Fifteen photographs, which were exhibited, illustrate much 
of Dr. Harris’ work in this relation. A not uninteresting part 
of the photographie illustration was the appearance of the 
wound after the sutures were introduced and tied, as they con- 
verted the area of the open and large wound into an elongated 
mound at whose base, on either side, there appears a row of 
knots, while at the summit of the mound the opposing edges 
of skin simply lie in apposition awaiting adherence and healing. 

Dr. Harris is of the opinion that the stronger solutions of 
carbolic acid or possibly other disinfectants might serve as 
good, if not better, purpose than the solution of bichlorid of 
mereury which he has employed for this work. 

Officers. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Dr. Joseph E. Janvrin, New York; vice-presidents, 
Drs. Edward W. Jenks, Detroit, Mich., and A. Palmer Dudley, 
New York; secretary, Dr. J. Riddle Goffe, New York; treasurer, 
Dr. J. Montgomery Baldy, Philadelphia. 

Washington, D. C., was selected as the place for holding the 
next annual meeting in conjunction with the Triennial Congress 
of Physicians and Surgeons, the first week in May, 1903. 


Gurrent Medical Literature. 


AMERICAN. 
Titles marked with an asterisk (*) are abstracted below. 
American Medicine (Philadelphia), June 14. 
1 *The President's Address, American Medical Association. John 
2 »The Relation of Medical Science to Commerce. Frank Bil- 


3 *Suture of Heart Wounds. Harry M. Sherman. 
4 *State Medicine, Past, Present — Future. J. M. Emmert. 


New York Medical Journal, June 14. 
5 * t's Address, American Medical Association. John A. 
6 *The Relation of Medical Science to Commerce. Frank Bil- 


gs. 
7 *Suture of Heart Wounds. Ha M. Sherman. 
8 ate — and Future. J. M. 
9 * ot an Acute Fatal 4. * of n 
— Fatal Case with Lesions. Char Dana. 
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1. See Tne Journa of June 14, p. 1551. 

2.—Ibid., p. 1555. 

3.—Ibid., p. 1560. 

4.—Ibid., p. 1590. 

5.—Ibid., p. 1551. 

6.—Ibid., p. 1555. 

7.—Ibid., p. 1560. 

8.—Ibid., p. 1590. 

9. Basedow’s Disease. Dana discusses the theory of the 
disease, giving his own view that the primary disease is in the 
nervous centers that control the nutrition of the thyroid and 
regulate its circulation. The factor of infection is also recog- 
nized, and he believes that the order of things when the disease 
has occurred is due to this perverse activity of the nervous 
centers, and that by building them up so that they recover 
their balance the thyroid becomes less stimulated and the sys- 
tem ceases to be poisoned by its excessive secretion. In cases 
where death occurs, the bulbar centers seem to be overpowered 
or exhausted. This is shown in a case that he reports here. 
The rarity of cases ending in death is remarked upon and the 
literature discussed. The characteristics shown in the fatal 
cases are the presence in the terminal stages of headache, vom- 
iting, some fever, insomnia, delirium and evidences of paralysis 
of the cranial nerves. A second case is also reported running 
its course in 13 months, and is of interest, showing the rare 
accident of embolism in this disease. 

10. Supposed Gastric Perforation.—In one of Smith’s cases 
there was an autopsy performed showing a fatty degeneration 
of the liver and tuberculosis of the mucous membranes of the 
stomach, supporting the diagnosis of ulcer, but not explaining 
the symptoms. 

12.—See Tur Journat of June 14, p. 1551. 

13. Intestinal Anastomosis.—W iggin describes the Maun- 
sell methods of intestinal anastomosis, giving his reasons for 
preferring it to the Murphy button, and his objections to the 
latter. He criticises Connell's knot within the lumen method as 
of slight practical value and suggests that the passage of the 
needle from the outside in completing the knot might leave a 
point for leakage. He says in conclusion, the surgeon should 
remember, when he wishes to unite severed portions of the in- 


testinal tract, that only normal and clean peritoneal surfaces 


should be united; that hydrozone diluted 50 per cent. with 
saline solution can be safely used to disinfect the peritoneum ; 
that when employing the Lembert suture the needle 
must be made to include some fibers of the submucosa; 
that special care must be exercised in approximating the 
‘mesenteric borders of the intestine to include a portion of the 
mesentery; that there is no danger of cicatricial contraction 
following end-to-end union of divided intestinal ends; that there 
is no objection to the placing of secondary sutures in intestinal 
tissue when for any reason it seems necessary to do so; that 
the formation of intestinal adhesions can be prevented by leav- 
ing behind in the peritoneal cavity a quantity of saline solution 
when closing the abdominal wound ; that ordinarily there is less 
danger to the patient in closing the abdominal wound after 
suturing the gut than in leaving the wound open and surround- 
ing the injured parts with gauze packing; that union of the 
parts under favorable conditions is effected in about sixty 
hours; that a simple procedure by means of which an intes- 
tinal anastomosis can be easily effected, and which is adaptable 
to all parts of the intestinal tract, requiring in its performance 
only a few round sewing needles and suture material of either 
horsehair or silk, is decidedly preferable to methods necessi- 
tating the use of specially constructed instruments. 

16.—See Tux Journa of June 14, p. 1551. 

17.—Ibid., p. 1590. 

18.—Ibid., p. 1560. 

19.—Ibid., p. 1555. 

20. Food Preservatives.—Leffn 


finds little evidence to 
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show that boric acid or borax, in the methods used, is harmful. 
Large doses have caused harm, but the same has been Gone by 
salt, saltpeter, ete., which are in other preservatives. 

21.—See Tur Joux AL of June 14, p. 1551. 


22. Laboratory Apparatus.—Smith's article describes and 
illustrates the Matlock bucket as a substitute for the steam 
bath, a special type of filtration bath, the U. T. thermostat, 
arrangements for incubators, and an anaérobic jar. 


23. Gastric Conditions.—-Chase has experimented on forty 
students, presumably healthy, of the Tufts Medical College. 
The subjects were instructed to fast from the evening meal until 
the time of examination on the following morning; with two 
exceptions they fasted for over ten hours. Then the Ewald 
test meal was given, and at the end of one hour the stomach 
contents were removed with a suction bulb. Water was poured 
into the stomach until the subject felt he could stand no more, 
when the amount was recorded, and on its withdrawal, an ap- 
proximate idea of any residual contents from the test-meal was 
obtained, but rarely did it seem of an appreciable amount. By 
means of a two ounce or 60 C.. inflation bulb the stomach was 
moderately distended with air, the number ot bulbs required 
being noted. The area of stomach resonance was then deter- 
mined by gentle to moderate percussion; when doubt existed, 
auscultatory percussion was also employed. The relation of 
the greater curvature to the center of the navel in the median 
line was ascertained, then the highest zone of stomach reson- 
ance in the same line, the distance between the two points being 
recorded as xipho-umbilical resonance. The greatest distance 
of stomach resonance to the right of the median line 1s recorded 
as pyloric resonance. The costal cartilage under which the 
greater curvature passed was noted, also the rib corresponding 
to the greatest height of the stomach-lung resonance and the 
axillary line to which the resonance extended to the left. The 
iodoform test for motility was made but is not discussed in this 
article. The amount of contents in the stomach averaged in 39 
cases, 13.5 ounces, the maximum being 190 c.e., the minimum 
30. The results correspond very closely with those of Hewes; 
a little lower than the German standard. In 23 of the 39 
cases the lower border of the stomach was found above the um- 
bilicus, in 16 it was at or below. The average distance above 
was one inch. Chase is inclined to think that there is a cer- 
tain degree of atony or dilatation existing without symptoms 
in many cases, and he quotes a special one to prove this point. 
If the Germans, however, excluded iu their statistics such cases 
as these the difference in results can be attributed to the pres- 
ence of such cases in his own series. If not, atony or dilata- 
tion with stasis but without subjective symptoms would seem 
to be a common condition in the American stomach. He thinks 
the difference between the positions of the lower border in 
the inflated and the unintlated stomach is about one inch. In 
the 39 cases the average xipho-umbilical resonance was 4% 
inches, the maximum 6, the minimum 24. Jn 28 of the 39 
the greater curvature was found to pass under the ninth costal 
cartilage, in 7 cases it was at the eighth, and in the remaining 
4 cases it passed under the tenth cartilage. In 3 of the 4 
cases in which the curvature passed under the tenth cartilage it 
was also found below the navel. The stomach-lung resonance 
in 39 cases was found to extend up to the sixth rib in 19, to the 
seventh rib in 15, to the fifth rib in 4, and to the eighth rib in 
one case. In 18 cases this resonance extended to the left, to 
the anterior axillary line, in 17 cases to the midaxillary line, 
and in 4 cases to the posterior axillary line. The average range 
of pyloric resonance was 2½ inches, the greatest 3%, and the 
ieast 14%. The liquid capacity of the stomach averaged about 
2 3/5 pints; the largest 5 1/5, and the smallest 4/5 of a pint. 
He thinks the results of the test probably depends more on the 
tolerance of the stomach than on its capacity, and that it is of 
little importance and should not be relied on to the prejudice 
of inflation and percussion tests. In 31 cases where free HCl 
was present the mean amount was 1.7 per m.; the largest 
amount in any case was 3.6 per m.; the smallest amount .8 per 
m. In four cases no free HC] was detected. He wishes to call 
attention especially to the larger amount of contents than has 
been considered normal and to the relation of the lower border 
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of the stomach to the navel, as, according to Ewald, pathologic 
conditions must have been present in nearly one-half these 
cases, but in no case was there any gastric disturbance. 

28.—See Tne Journat of June 14, p. 1551. 

29. Tuberculosis.—‘The relation of bovine tuberculosis to 
human health is thoroughly treated by Adami, who notices the 

of tuberculosis among cattle and the necessity of its 
arrest. In his opinion as to the danger of milk from tuber- 
culous animals, germs may be present, whether the udder is 
diseased or not, though their numbers would be very few in 
the latter case. He thinks that there is a possibility of in- 
fected milk starting up infection in young children and in sus- 
ceptible individuals and that, therefore, we should not belittle 
the risk. Every community has a right to demand pure milk, 
as badly kept milk, milk utensils, etc., may be a very serious 
cause of infant mortality. 

34.—See Tue Joux AL of June 14, p. 1551. 

38.—See Tue Jovrna of June 14, p. 1551. 

39.—Ibid., p. 1560. 

43. Gastric Ulcer.—Fiitterer notes the forms of 
ulcer and criticises the term round ulcer as not usually being 
sufficiently descriptive. He lays special stress on the fishhook 
form of ulcer as indicating the secondary development of car- 
cinoma. This is as characteristic as the Hauser sign or bending 
forward of the muscularis toward the mucosa. As regards 
diagnosis he does not think it well to lay too much stress on the 
so-called classical symptoms. Pain is most constant, and when 
it oceurs he is inclined to suspect ulcer if the patients are 
chlorotic or have secondary anemia, and are afraid to eat solid 
food, and it is better to anticipate than to wait for hemorrhage 
to confirm the s. He would treat every case of gastric 
ulcer as if it were in danger of hemorrhage and perforation. 
All cases that do not call for immediate surgical interference 
should be subjected to thorough medical treatment. 

44. The Surgeon's View of Stomach Ulcer. Andrews be- 
lieves that there is an inaptitude and want of originality in 
stomach surgery and a false conservatism and timidity that 
keeps back operative interference when it is desirable. He 

for early operation in stomach ulcer, which is a surgical 
disease like appendicitis, but with less chance of recovery. He 
reviews the methods of operating, and thinks that any case that 
has resisted medical treatment should be considered suitable 
for operative interference. 

45. Gastric Carcinoma.—The importance of operation for 
gastric carcinoma is indicated by the fact that life expectancy 
is put down by Osler as less than one year in 75 per cent. of 
cases and less than 6 months in 50 per cent. of cases; Murphy 
thinks the period, however, longer than this. The younger the 
patient the more rapid the disease. Exploratory laparotomy 


is too infrequently performed. The various operations of gas- 


trostomy, pylorectomy, gast roenterostomy, gastrectomy, jejun- 
ostomy, ete., are noticed. Gastrostomy should be limited to 
cases where there is annular carcinoma of the esophagus. The 
Frank and Witzel operations are the ones of choice, with many 
points in favor of the former. ‘lhe paper is largely a review 
of the literature and the opinions of others in regard to the 
estimation of recovery, successful operations, etc. 

46. Death from Stomach Operations.—Turck’s paper re- 
views the literature of operations on the stomach, noting the 


causes of death, and remarks that in every operation we should 


regard the stomach as an infected cavity. ‘There is usually a 
condition of chronic toxemia and the remedy lies in the more 
careful treatment of the infected stomach on the one hand and 
on the other increase of the physioiogic resistance of the 


patient. He speaks particularly about the danger of shock 


and narrates experiments made on dogs from which he deduces 
the following conclusions: 1. Shock lessens the resistance to 
infection. 2. In prolonged shock some toxin seems to be formed 
that can produce shock in another animal of similar species. 3. 
Toxins possess a degree of hemolysis. We are, therefore, con- 
fronted with three principal dangers, viz., toxemia, infection 
and shock, and any operation may so precipitate the latent 
symptoms that we must in every case use proper prophylaxis 
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against such conditions before attempting operation. He in- 
sists on the importance of rendering the stomach as aseptic as 
possible and securing a reduction of toxemia, protecting from 
shock, reduction of splanchnic congestion and other cardio- 
vascular disturbances and anemia, reducing atony of the 
stomach and intestines, and the restoration as far as possible 
of t. nutritive standard and general metabolism. During and 
after operation we should seek to preserve the equilibrium of 
the circulation, restore the gastrointestinal atony that follows 
every operation, encourage elimination, keep the stomach as 
aseptic as possible, and employ appropriate diet to meet the con- 
ditions. The details of treatment are mentioned, 


than he has space for here. He insists on the importance of 
thorough washing out of the stomach and among other 
things, spraying it with oil of cloves which acts as an antifer- 
ment and analgesic. He also recommends the use of his 
double tubes with cold and hot moist air stimulation and also 
the intragastric bag. These methods have been found ad- 
vantageous not only by himself but by Herschel, Treves, Gil- 
lespie and others. As regards dietetics, he speaks particularly 
of gelatin as a valuable addition. It is not only an albumin 
sparer, but a preventive of hemorrhage. Rectal feeding will 
days before the operation no food should be taken by the 
mouth, rectal feeding and saline infusion being relied upon. 
He remarks particularly as to the use of his intragastric bag 
as a preventive of shock when employed with heated water. To 
prevent skin infection rubber shields or artificial skin applied 
around the operative field is of value. Instead of wet sponges 
for heat applied to the viscera he would use the small thin 
rubber hot water bags. The rubber bags to be placed within 
the cavity should be made absolutely sterile, then partially 
filled with sterile water and heated in a receptacle to the de- 
sired temperature, which he has found to be 118 F. and a 
fraction. Following the operation the stomach should be 
washed if there are any signs of vomiting and other undesirable 


forty-eight hours are in order. In case of 
= water intragastric bag with a continuous flow will be found 
service. 


operation of the author is used. The keynote of success is the 
—— of the patient's general condition before operation. 
urther details the article itself should be consulted. 
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1. Tuberculin.—-Wilkinson believes in tuberculin as a 
remedy for tuberculosis, but insists that it is a specific remedy 
not available in mixed infection, where it may do harm. Fever 
is a danger signal usually indicating this condition, though it 
may exist in its absence, and on the other hand may itself be 
absent in mixed disorders. Tuberculin can do no good for 
other infections than tuberculosis. He holds that it should be 
also used-as a measure of prophylaxis in all sanatoria. 

2. Control of Tuberculosis.—The conclusions of Pattin's 
article are given as follows: 1. Reliable information as to the 
whereabouts of tuberculous cases which, in his judgment, can 
be acquired by obligatory notification only. 2. Vigorous adop- 
tion of consequential administrative measures as to destruction 
of sputum, ete., and disinfection and improvement of affected 
dwellings, and sometimes their condemnation and removal. 3. 
Provision of sanatoria for recuperative treatment either by 
sanitary authorities singly or conjointly. 4. Instruction in all 
elementary schools in the means of propagation, and the 
methods of prevention, in dealing with tuberculous diseases. 
With the adoption of the above measures, he says we may 
hope greatly to diminish the untimely yield of human lives 
which is now garnered annually by the tubercle bacillus; to 
say nothing of the lessening of the pain and misery which too 
often makes those who should be healthy and useful members 
of our national family pathetically hopeless and practically 
dangerous. 

6. Thrombosis.—Gould’s third lecture, the former ones 
having been published in the Lancet, March 1 and 15, takes up 
the subject of thrombosis. He insists on the rejection of any 
theory of hyperinosis, but holds thrombosis is due to some 
agent inducing separation of the fibrin from the plasma and 
the causes of the change may be supposed to be either in the 
corpuscles, in an increase in viscosity of the platelets, an in- 
crease in the fibrin ferment, or an increased liberation of fibrin 
ferment. It is possible that various micro-organisms or their 
toxins may influence the formation of platelets or produce 
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fibrin fermentation; the of the clot to extend bears 
on this question. The medical conditions which influence blood 
clotting are changes in the nutritive conditions of the walls and 
in the regular equable flow of the blood. The latter suggests a 
sudden dilatation, the entrance of a small vein into a larger 
one, etc. He calls attention to two modifications of the eireu- 
lation, regurgitation from deep into superticial veins which 
is so constant in varicose conditions and there is no doubt that 
thrombosis is much more common in varicose veins than in 
others. The other alteration is that produced by a block in 
the main artery. The thrombosis extends up the artery toward 
the heart and not in the direction of the circulation, as in the 
cases of the vein. Another important modification is the great 
enfeeblement of the heart. He describes several forms of 
thrombosis, giving the name of endophlebitis obliterans to a 
type which he thinks is closely allied to cases of arteritis 
obliterans. 


13. Cancer in India.—The of cancer in India is 
noticed by Niblock, who calls attention to the increased 
tion of carcinomas of the check and jews, which he thinks is 
due to betel-nut chewing, also carcinoma of the penis, which 
seems to be very common among the poorer classes, and due to 
unsanitary habits. The Mohammedans are comparatively free 
from it, being circumcised. In Madras cancer is by no means 
infrequently met with. 


14. Malignant Disease in Kashmir.—Neve gives the facts 
of malignant disease in Kashmir, calling attention to the com- 
parative frequency of cancer, the great majority of cases being 
epithelial, due to “kangri burns” from portable stoves, which 
they carry under their clothing. Sarcomata are also moder- 
ately common, the majority are of the large celled variety, 
round or spindle-celled. The patients frequently pay little at- 
tention to them as long as function is not impaired, hence 
surgical treatment is embarrassed. 


19. Extirpation of Glands in Case of Carcinoma Uteri.— 
Herff reports a permanent cure in 21.7 per cent. of 213 cases of 
carcinoma in the uterus operated on more than three years 
ago. Omitting those that have been lost sight of, the percent- 
age is 25.1 per cent. The proportion of permanent cures 
124 patients operated on more than seven years ago is 19.3 per 
cent., and omitting those lost sight of, 23.7 per cent. The total 
mortality in the group of 213 cases was 4.6 per cent. Assuming 
that no more than half of the cases had the glands involved, the 
recoveries would evidently have been more numerous if the 

had been extirpated at the same time. In order to 
simplify and facilitate the technic, Herff incises across from 
one spine to the other, above the pubis, and recommends this 
method of procedure for extirpating the glands in such cases. 


20. Drainage After Symphysiotomy.—Zweifel reiterates 
that in comparison with the importance of the treatment of the 
prevesical space all the other steps of symphysiotomy are in- 
significant. He drains it through the vagina, using a glass tube 
long enough to project from the vulva. A double thread is 
fastened to its upper end and is brought out through the wound 
on the mons veneris, where it is loosely tied over one of the 
threads of the suture. In four days it is untied and the tube 
is drawn out from below, a little at a time. 


21. Artificial Tubal Sterilization.—Ehrendorfer describes 
a case in detail to demonstrate the benefits of wedge excision 
for the removal of sound tubes on each side in case of impera- 
tive necessity for the prevention of conception. Menstruation 
is retained, while the power of conceiving is completely abol- 
ished. 

24. Congenital Peri Tumor.—Fiith claims that the 
tumor he describes is the only known example of its kind. It 
was in the gum of a girl baby two days old, and although it 
did not start in the enamel germ yet it had involved the latter 
in its growth. It was as large as a hen’s egg and protruded 
from the mouth at birth. After its removal the teeth developed 
normally except the two u incisors, which are rudimenta 
and gray in color. The child is now à healthy — f 
Six cases are on record of perithelial tumors of the ovary, of 
which three were malignant. 
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26. Cases of Myoma Operated on at Zurich.—Schwarzen- 
bach reports the results of surgical intervention in 393 cases of 
myoma. The mortality of 77 treated by supravaginal amputa- 
tion was only 4 per cent., while it was 9 per cent. in 31 treated 
by total hysterectomy. 

29. Pterygium Colli.—Fincke operated on the patient whose 
case is described, and with the most satisfactory results. He 
attributes the deformity to amniotic adhesions and not to 
atavism as has been suggested. 

30. Treatment of Flat Foot.—Nicoladoni divides the tendo 
Achillis lengthwise into two parts up into the triceps. One 
of the parts he passes through a slit in the tibialis and turns it 
back on itself and sutures it to fasten it with considerable trac- 
tion. The loop thus formed, passing through the tibialis, 
strengthens the latter and induces correct anatomic traction 
which remedies the tendency to flat foot. The insole to be 
worn is mounted at the center on an axle which raises it about 
an inch above the sole of the shoe. A peg at the heel 
the heel from falling below the level of the axle at the center, 
but the fore part of the foot has free motion up and down. 


33. Avoidance of Post-Operative Peritoneal Adhesions.— 
Vogel does not assert that post-operative peritoneal adhesions 
can be banished from the world by following his suggestions, but 
he is evidently privately convinced that such is the case. His 
extensive experimental and clinical researches have demon- 
strated that the formation of adhesions can be prevented by not 
allowing the raw surfaces to rest against each other long enough 
for adhesions to form. If the position of the intestines in re- 
gard to each other is constantly altered, adhesions can not de- 
velop. After the injured surfaces of the serosa have become 
coated once more with endothelium this restores their normal 
protection against the formation of adhesions. Frequent 
changes in position after a laparotomy should be supplemented 
by measures to promote active and passive movements of the 
intestines. Active peristalsis was most effectually promoted in 
his experimental research by subcutaneous injection of physo- 
stigmin salicyl.; passive movements by separating the surfaces 
in contact by the intraperitoneal application of a thick solu- 
tion of gum Arabic in physiologic salt solution. Physostigmin 
has a vigorous action in promoting peristalsis while it spares 
the stomach and does not affect the general health. He re- 
cently used it after a laparotomy done on account of ileus fol- 
lowing constipation. It proved rema successful. 
He has followed these principles in the post-operative treat- 
ment of five patients. The patient can be turned on the side 
five to eight days after a laparotomy if the suture was well 
done. If catgut was the only material used this might be 
dangerous, ana he therefore advises a combination of silver 
wire and catgut. He urgently recommends to others the prin- 
ciples of early change of position, gentle massage during heal- 
ing of wound and later gymnastics of the abdomen. 

36. Ruptures of the Liver.—Finkelstein has collected 21 
cases in which rupture of the liver was followed by recovery. 
Only 3 were sutured. In 14 tampons alone were used and in 1 
tampons and sutures. One was cauterized with steam and in 
2 the rupture was left to heal spontaneously as the operation 
showed that the hemorrhage had been spontaneously ar- 
rested. Secondary hemorrhage occu later in these two 
cases, compelling resort to tampons. On account of the danger 
of this, it is always advisable to apply tampons even if there 
is no hemorrhage at the time. They should be detached and 
removed later one at a time. 

48. Serum Exanthemata.—Rittershain announces that he 
has only been able to find 6.45 per cent. as the statistics of 
exanthemata following serum treatment during the last four 
years. Before that, the statistics showed that 22 per cent. 
were affected with an exanthem. When it resembles the erup- 
tion of scarlet fever it is advisable to isolate the child to avoid 
all chances of possible contagion. 

54. Tropacocain in Eclampsia.—-The case of eclampsia re- 
ported was distinguished by the immediate arrest of the 
eclamptic seizures by spinal tropacocainization. Not even an 
abortive attack occurred after it, although eighteen severe ones 
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had preceded it. The patient roused from profound coma and 
regained consciousness. Pulse and temperature returned to 
normal and a viable child was delivered without pain. After 
a period of euphoria the patient died with symptoms of a 
severe liver affection which could be attributed only to pro- 
cesses in the liver caused by the penetration of toxic substances 
from the fetus through the placenta into the maternal circula- 
tion. These processes terminated in necrosis and they must 
have occurred before the first appearance of the eclampsia or as 
a consequence of it. Death was due to insufficiency of the heart 
in consequence of pneumonia of the left upper lobe. This 
diagnosis was confirmed by the autopsy in every respect. Von 
Winckel asserted so long ago as 1865 that the danger for the 
pregnant woman in eclampsia is materially or entirely abolished 
by the death of the fetus, which arrests the passage of toxic 
substances from the fetal into the maternal circulation. 


56. Etiolegy and Significance of Malum Perforans Pedis. 
This communication from Neisser’s clinic emphasizes the im- 
portance of this affection as an early manifestation of arterio- 
sclerosis, diabetes mellitus or trophic disturbance dependent on 
some cerebral, spinal or peripheral nerve lesion. Cases are on 
record in which it was the first sign of impending tabes or 
other serious affection. The pulse in the foot should be in- 
vestigated, the urine examined for sugar, etc. If ulcer does 
not occupy the typical spots and persists for years without 
evidences of a nervous or general affection, it is probably of 
another nature. He describes the case of a blacksmith who 
had suffered for twelve years from a chronic ulceration on the 
sole of one foot. Symptoms of syringomyelia then developed 
which brought him to the doctor. The ulceration healed com- 
pletely in about four weeks under rest in bed, local treatment 
and a course of iodin. 


57. Differential Diagnosis of Multiple Sclerosis.—The 
German regulations in regard to industrial insurance and pen- 
sions are producing a crop of traumatic affections which re- 
quire the utmost skill on the part of the physician to distin- 
guish between hysteria, simulation and actual morbid condi- 
tions. The contributions to literature in this line are becom- 
ing more and more numerous. Treupel describes several cases 
of multiple sclerosis which were puzzling at first. It developed 
in one case after getting chilled from standing in very cold 
water to the hips. The first symptom was a disturbance in the 
speech. This was followed by retention of urine and stools, 
neuralgias, staggering gait, irresistible laughing and tremor. 
Another case commenced after a trauma with paralysis of the 
legs and tremor with nystagmus, but time alone can decide 
whether it is not merely hysteria and simulation of which there 
is a suspicion. In another case the diagnosis wavers between 
sclerosis and paralysis agitans, although the atrophy of the 
optic nerve speaks in favor of the former. It occurs in 50 
per cent. of all cases, he states, and in about 15 per cent. is the 
first and for a long time the only syinptom of multiple sclerosis. 


61. Gelatin in Melena Neonatorum.—Called to an emer- 
gency case of melena neonatorum in a healthy family, Déllner 
injected 40 c.c. of a 2 per cent. solution of gelatin in four doses 
in five hours. All the symptoms rapidly subsided. He at 
tributes the melena in such cases to an abnormal permeability 
of the vessels which became rapidly repaired. This would ex- 
plain why the melena did not recur after the action of the 
gelatin had subsided. He used a combination of 2 parts white 
gelatin to .12 parts sodium chlorid in 100 parts water, at the 
temperature of 100.5 F., making the injections near the inner 
margin of the scapula. 

65. Questions of the Day in Sanatorium Treatment.— 
Among the points emphasized by Nahm is that before a patient 
is admitted to a tuberculosis sanatorium his teeth must be in 
good order and he must be free from complicating gastro-in- 
testinal disorders, laryngeal tuberculosis and albuminuria. The 
prospects of recovery depend on a good stomach, good teeth and 
a good heart. Hemoptysis frequently sends the subject to the 
physician at an early stage and is thus an advantage. When 
patients are dismissed from a sanatorium they should reside 
permanently in the country. Immense progress would be 
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gained if on leaving the sanatorium the patients could step at 
once into some remunerative occupation in the country. He 
urges the establishment of colonies for the purpose. 


71. Medicated Lavage of the Organism. Rinsing out the 
organism by means of the circulation will eliminate even a letal 
dose of toxin in certain circumstances, as Sanquirico has estab- 
lished by previous research. The injection into the circulation 
of bacterial products was able to enhance the resisting powers 
of the organism and render it an unfavorable soil for the devel- 
opment of certain microbes. He also found that the injection 
of a strongly bactericidal substance was compatible with life in 
certain conditions. He proclaims that the arresting of the 
vital processes of bacteria is not enough in the struggle against 
certain diseases. We must also aid in expelling their poisonous 
products from the system more rapidly than is possible by the 
natural emunctories alone. The experimental research reported 
in this communication was undertaken to determine the amount 
of an antiseptic substance which can be safely injected into the 
circulation to accomplish the desired medicated lavage of the 
organism. With sublimate, 2 mg. per kilogram seemed to be 
the limit of the dose that was tolerated; 20 cg. of thymol per 
kilogram in the twenty-four hours; 17 cg. of argonin per kilo- 
gram and 4 cg. of protargol per kilogram. Very toxic sub- 
stances are not applicable for the purpose nor those affecting 
the heart or renal functions. 

73. Inhibition and the Hypnotic State.—<Gallerani reports 
the results of numerous tests with the sphygmograph, pneumo- 
graph, etc., to investigate the true essence of hypnotism. The 
conclusions are that the phenomcna observed in the hypnotic 
state are due to an influence on the inhibiting centers of the 
brain or to superexcitation of the centers ot automatic move- 
ments. The facts observed establish the existence of centers of 
interference, of inhibition, of control, in the cortex, wich 
normally have an inhibiting action on the aucomatic functions, 
on the vascular and respiratory tonus. If these inhibiting 
centers are arrested in their action, the centers under their 
control behave irregularly and the eccentric electro-negative 
condition of the organism is increased, especially in the mus- 
cular domain. 

75. Cutaneous Affection from Primroses.—Lyantz has ob- 
served four cases of the inflammatory in the skin trace- 
able to the primula obconica. All the patients were adults. The 
affection resembled in every respect acute eczema, and usually 
healed on the removal of the cause, as has been the experience 
of others who have observed this “primula inflammation.” But 
in a few instances it has been known to persist as a chronic 
eczema. 


Queries and Minor Notes. 


TIME FOR EUROPEAN EYE AND EAR STUDY. 
CrooKSTON, Mix., June 13, 1902. 
To the Editor:—Would the summer or winter session be the 
best for studying at the London, Vienna or German eye and ear 
clinics ? G. A. M. 
Ans.—From 21 we learn that the best time for study 
or observation of methods at the London eye and ear clinics is the 


LAWS ON MEDICAL PRACTICE. 
Oxrorp, Mp., June 18, 1902. 


To the Réitor:—Will you kindly give me the requirements of the 


can get them and oblige. . 

Axs.— Tun Jounx at. has published an abstract of the laws of 
the different states in its issue of Nov. 16, 1902, and revised to 
date Jan. 1, 1902, a copy of which may be had for 25 cents. 


A WORK ON MASSAGE OF THE LIVER. 
Cnicado, June 16, 1902. 
To the Editor:—Will you kindly inform me if the study of “Ac- 


in English? 
Ans.—We are not informed of any English or American 
tion of the work ; as canted ab —— Paris in 1901 


——-—-— — 
tual Massage of the Liver.“ by De Frumerie is obtainable and given 
G. 
ransia- 
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Army Changes. 
Movements of Army Medical Officers under orders from the 
* Office, Washington, D. C., June 5 to 11, 1902, 


and asst-surgeon, Vols., now at Phila- 
expiration of his present leave of absence, 

rt for temporary duty at Columbus Barracks, Ohio. 
Harry D. It, contract surgeon, on the ‘expiration of his 
to proceed from Kenton, Ohio, to Fort 


Ueutenant and asst. surgeon, U. 8. A., 
leave of absence for one month granted, with permission to apply 
for an extension of two months. 
Elmer A. Dean, lieutenant — 1 ~ — U. 8. A. relieved 
from further duty at the Genera Hospital I. Presidio of dan Fran 
to „ at 2 a Arsenal, Columbia, Tenn 
ratoga, to 
ment Pf the pA. at the fifty- third annual 
meeting of the American on cm revoked. 
Alfred C. G C. Girard, lieut.-col qt — rgeon- general. on bans 
le ved command Hospital, Presidio 
, for duty in the office 


ract surgeon, former orders relating to 
— . Hatch, amended to read Herbert I. 


mer orders * — him to 
lical Pm — 


mem 
of the Army for promotion. 
Eugene H. Hartnett, lieutenant and asst 
tor two months granted. with — 
liver M. Holli contract now at Kan., 
Le, — — en route for ‘assignment n the Division 


A., on bel 


Theat -Col. 
cCord, captain and asst.-surgeon, 
rt surgeon of the transport 

n and asst.-surgeon, U. 


Robert H. Pierson, contract surgeon, now at Syracuse, N. Y., to 
duty at Fort Columbus, 
ward W. — 2 lieutenant and asst.-su 
mer coders accepting his resignation, to 


John J. Reilly, lieutenant and asst.-surgeon, U. 8. from Fort 
Slocum, N. Y. at Fort N. T., Major Will- 
iam P. take on n. U. 8. A. 


M. Sternbers „ brigadier- 8 -general, U. 
8. A. from 8. 1902. 2. by of 


reached the 7 
Woodbury, lieu tenant t and a 
lleved from further duty in the Division 7 ‘the 
ceed to San Fran and on arrival 
Sajotant-General of the Army for inst ions. 


take effect ‘June id. 1902, 


8. A., re- 
to 


Navy Changes. 


Su W. Ross, reti detached from duty under the War 
— ‘at the Hospital Animas, Havana, Cuba, and or- 


Asst.-Surgeon E. M. Brown, ordered to the Naval Hospital, Mare 
Island, Cal., for duty. 


Marine-Hospital Changes. 

Official list of the changes of station and duties of commissioned 
officers of the U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service, 

for the seven days ended June 12, 1902: 
P. Surgeon C. P. Wertenbaker, granted leave of absenct for 
ten days from June 
P. Su n A. C. Smith, granted leave of absence for thirty 


from” ul 
A. 2 J. Rosenau, detailed to represen 
meeting of aa Medical Association, Saratoga, 


P. A. Surgeon C. H. Gardner, granted leave of absence for one 
month from July 4 

P. A. Su R. Thomas, granted leave of absence for one 

on of sickness. 
1 Russell, leave of absence for two weeks 
sure by Bureau letter of “of May 29 „ amended so that said leav« 

4142 7 s from May 
* eyes. granted leave of absence for twenty 
ay 


aays from’ 
A. Surgeon W. R. Mason, granted leave of absence for siy 
aays from June 22. 
Su 5348 granted leave of „ 
aays from June 


41175 Sweet granted leave of absence for thirty 
1.45 Ulrich. — X. 2 of absence for 29 days 
u eave 
from June 2 


Senior Pharmacist 8. W. Richardeon, relieved trom duty at the 
and West Indian Exposition, to 
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PROMOTIONS. 
Asst.-Surgeon John — 


asst.-su 
surgeon, 
D. C., June 7, 


1 for 
the ca! examination of candidates for admission to 
Betall for the Board : Weed. 


1 
Tanz promoted Mey 38 ay n 


BOARD CONVENED. 


to the Surgeon-General, U. 
Service, during the week ended June 14, 1902 
SMALLPOX—UNITED STATES. 


ndianapol 
cases; South Bend, May 24-31, 2 cases; 


E. Ottumwa, May 3-31, 7 cases. 
Kansas: Wichita, 


24-31, 4 cases. 

entu Covin on, May 11 95 7, 16 cases. 
Bal — May 31-June 7,1 death; Cumberland, May 
Massachusetts: May 31-June 7, Posten, 16 cases, 5 deaths; Cam- 
cases, 1 death : ; Everett, 2 cases; Lowell, 

cases. 

on, May 177 
une tn Omabe, Mas 2. 
New Hampshire: Nashua, 


May 31-June 7, 
ounty, City — 


1 Jerse Hudson Coun 25-June 
ony ft Newark, May 31-June 7, 33 cases, 13 deaths; 


ic, May 25-June 7, 1 case 
— “York: New York, May 31-June 7, 68 cases, 19 deaths; Yonk- 
ie 31-June 7 May 
0 
1 death: Cleveland, May 31 June 7. 


une 7. 1 case; a a une cases, 
— Pittsburg, May 24 June 48 : deaths. 
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South Dakota: Sioux Falis, May 24-31, 
: Ogden, May Lal. 8 cases; Sait Lake City, May 25-31, 3 

Wisconsin : G June 1-8, 3 cases; Janesville, May 25- 
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SMALLPOX—INSULAR. 
Philippines: Manila, April 19-26, 4 cases, 2 deaths. 


MALLPOX—FOREIGN. 
-24, 7 cases, 3 deaths. 
Brant tio de Janette, 1 20-May 4, 8 dea 
May 24-June 7, 19 cases; Vancouver, May 
1-31, 1 case: Win 9 M 1 June 7, 1 case. 
China ong, April a 7 cases, 3 deaths. 
la del Tore 12 1 death. 


; Glas- 
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A 
Italy : N 10.24. 24 9 deaths. 
Japan: Fo 1-March * Ar 
Mexico: Vera Cru 
Moscow, 


May 24-31 

a: x, 10-17, 
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A 93 deaths. 
Crus, May 8 cases, 14 deaths. 
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April 27, 2 cases, 2 deaths: Laguna Province, March 30-April 27, 2 
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cases, ths: — — March 1 &. 
202 deaths: Pangasinan ce, March 30-April 27 
deaths ; Rizal Province, Maney ‘SO April 27, 163 cases, 112 deaths. 
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China: Hon 12-26, 49 72 45 deaths. 
Bombay. 20-May 13, 3 deaths; Calcutta, April 26- 
uy 10, 186 Settlements : 19-26, 52 deaths. 
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2 Formosa, Feb. 1-March cases, deaths: 
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Health Reports. 
The following cases of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera and plague 
California: San Francisco, May 18-25, 6 cases. 
Colorado: Denver, May 24-31, 1 case. 
Florida: June 4, Oakhill, 4 cases; Palmetto, 1 case. 
Illinois: Belleville, May 31-June 7, 1 case; Chicago, May 31- 
June 7, 21 cases; F rt, May 24-31. 2 cases. 
of the Surgeon-General. 
Herbert I. Harris, 
Contract Surgeon He 
at Fort rter, N. Y., to pro to San Franc 0 
al at Ses 
n-general. 
w at San 
Francisco, to d Warren, 
Edward L. A., member 
of a board of survey convened at the War Department, Washington, 
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ilippi 
y telegraph to the 
Changes in the Medical Corps of the Navy, for the week ending 
June 14, 1902: 
A 
M 
March 30-April 27 nce, 
March 30-April 27. reh 
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